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Here we are bringing out the final lssue of the daiy bulletin as, clichetically,
all good things must come Lo an end, Many of you may wonder why this {ssue was detayed;
the ’“"i,‘;ﬂ" is that we wanted to coven Last night’s events - so0 we hope that the delay
was wo it,

Before we proceed furthen, T have a very pleasant duty to fulfitl. Thanks to
afl those who made this Lssue possible - Ma Knishnamoonthy who typed the copy, Mr Swamy
ant Amafdoss who transfated the copy into the familian bulletin, They have worked hard and
uncomplainingly at a tash which must have taxed them themendousfy. Mere words cannot
express how deeply grateful we are Lo them - if you Lihed the sfick presentation - the
ifs ane theins, for Zhe enrons,hopefully few, we are npsponsible. We fwal, we've
ept you entertained.and informed Mg the Last few days.

The Group Debate:

The Literary Events soared fo a climax at the Quiz and the 'Just a Minute', fell
shanply at the Stony Telling and plummeted o a nadin at the Group Debate, The atandard
was, in general, misenablfe. Fon once,anybody who wanted to, could get inmto the CLT - 4
sune sign that something was amiss.

There can be no quanrel with the onganisers ovea the subject - "This House believed
in the Ascent of Man", The teams were:

Pros Cond

C A Sundanam (Vivek) Rehut Warnion (St Joseph'as)
Vijay Mamut (Loyola) John Antun {CMC)

K “Rajanam {RECT} Alamely Sharma (Stefla)
Abhifit Biswas (TIT Kgp) Rafiq Gangjee {MCC)

Here's a brief discussion, we can't bear to think toe much about it.

C A Sundaram - fairly goed but his prepared stonies didn't it in too well.

R Uannion - spoke well but with perhaps a Little Lack of fine.

V Mot - talked nubbish and the crowd which had been very well behaved began fo
detively parntieipate in the debate.

J Artur - He used weak anguments on a neligious theme. .

K Rajaram - thought that neconded history {8 only 1976 yeans ofd. Evidently he
doesn't think much of Life before Chaist., Ouite to J Antur's tasie. iz also
thought stones wene used 20 years ago fon settling disputes - grehades being a
recent invention,

ITT A Shawma - Very weak anguments, (Women's Lib - Oh Boy!} )

4 A Risums - Like the othens he started the nebutial during the finst
Aession itself, Put he at Least brought some semblance of retpecta-
bitity back o the debate. "The common-sense of one genenatior is
Zhe prejudice of the previous one”. Aah So,

TV Gangjee - spobe impressively and kept the audience quiet, but his angu-
ments were Like a cofanden, Tied himseff beautifully in knols,
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Rebuttal:

A Biawas - eak,

Gangiee - Moakeor,

Rajanam « Progress started a decade anoti} - Fain,

A Shanma - 25000 millions hilled in Vietnum. We've aleugs thbught that the wonfd's
population was anound 5000 mitfion,

¥ Maxut - made things wonse aid Thought Lt was just Vietnam's poputation that was
250,000 miteiont

T Artur ~ The Vietnam imbroglio deepens. Teanible,

C A Sundaram - 0.K.

R tarnion - Taied to make the best of Lt.

The Resulta:

1) K Rajaram 2) C A Sundaram 3) R Warrior
‘The pros have it.

Visitors:

Providence College (The 'desi' equivalent of a Swiss Finishing School) 1s a nice
homely 1ittle college Tocated in a palace fn Cooncor. The giris too are nice and
innocent 1ittle things: Your hoard felt that it should {ntroduce to you some of the
more fawn-1ike guests who have flitted through this campus, shrinking daintity from
any sullying contact with you nasty, evil boys. So here comes our interview with the
Providence girls.

About IIT boys: They are very conscious of the fact that they are IITians. They
need practice in dancing. {(The girls suggest that two days intensive coaching before
each Mardd Gras ought to set this right}. They desperately try to impress the girls.
Some poor chap fn the final year tried the age old 1ine on them - "IIT is the 1inte-
1lectual seat of India”. It didn't work. (Unfortunately, he didh‘t tell them where
the intetiectual head was situated).

About the IIT audience: It was quite veceptive to their efforts but it was biased.
against certain other colleges such as JC. In general, the audience seemed to have
decided beforehand,and kept quiet if it expected something good - MCC for instance.
About Yestern Music: They much prefer folk and pop music to acid rock. They are equaliy
p:oficient on piano and guitar unlike many girls' colleges who rely heavily on the
piano,

About Tife at Providence: It's casual and easygoing, with less of the stupid res-
trictions, such as "1ights out at 10",which exist at the local colleges.

About dramatics: The standard was poor in general. Their own play had been well
practised and had been staged at Coonoor earlier,

About the daily rag: The humour has deteriorated from isswe to issue (Sob, Sob).
The writing was beautiful.(They meant the print and not the content - IBM Typewriters
please take a bow).

During the interview: On seeing a deer one gentle creature asked another whether
there were reindeer on this campus too.

In conclusfon: Very nice airls to get to know. We don't know ;Why they weren't
invited last year - we sure hope they come again next year. Aruna, Beena, Radha,
Rosemarie, Sunaina, Valerie -- Auf Wiedersehen,

Advice to all aspiring debators - Courtesy A.C, Hall (Best ‘Speaker at the Group
Debate - by popular acctaim).

T Address the Chair ~ not the audience, because if you speak to the house
you elicit a response which affects your speaking,

2 Sta{ clear of the microphone. !se it by all means but do not be dependant
on it.

3 It wmight pay to be emotional but it's always dangerous,
Regarding feminist objections - 'Man® s assumed to embrace woman,

On the debate - "We came here neutral, and I think we leave here neutral".



MAHESH MADHAV WAGLE is another one of
those tineless ongonisens who has ne-
mained behind the Acenes,..s0 here we
mencilessly expore him to the pulilic
eye,

Wagle, Abhay fo his cronies, is the
Fine Ants See and he is responsible
for the skefehing, collage, and clay
modelling competlitions and also the
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ant exhibition. With his trusty band 2
of helpens Big Chief has designed alf b
those zapping T-shints, aling bags, S8

calendars and (fon the Lucky ones)
prizes. 14 these souvenins of Mardi
Gras bruing hack pleasant memories
in the days to come, fagle and the
onganisens of the festival will feel
that thein time was well spent,
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PERSONALITY:

Shanti Abhisheham: Shanti studies 4in Jyothi Mivas College, Bangalore and awived
hene with a bevy of beauties fon her finst Mandi Gras,

A very talented young Lady, Shenti plays piano and guitar, She appears Lo spe-
clalise in blues and says she onfy Lets go with Black Music, She doesn't Like crowds
(8tand back over there) and Look some time adjusting to them hexe, Now thatl it's
2kl over she wishes she had met more people here and is very sonny she £8 Leaving
lggngn.c;u all you chaps). =Rhe"hasn't done any neading fon the Last few yeans”, We'ne
shocked,

fthen asked to compane Mandi Gras with other {estivals, Shanti wms non-comitial,
The atmosphere was too strained during the finst few days, but things eased up Later,

Shanti's acting prowess was recognized hene when she won a Judges® 'Special
Prize'dn the drnamaties. Her othen success was a Special Prize in tlestenn Musie -
she plaged mouthorgan and piano and composed a couple of pleces. Altogethen a veny
Tspecial' person.

Twisted Tales:

A novel, well-conceived feature which supplants ‘variety entertainment'. But
the participants did not allow their imagination free refn; the tales were twisted only
fractionally.

MCC transported us from the Sahara to Rome to demonstrate that "water is denser
than oil1”, A very comical ass, who trembled at his knees when danger aoproached, bore
them through this journey. They did not stint on either costumes or acrobatics. Very
slickly presented and executed.

‘The Owl and the Pussycat' came from RECT. They narrated in verse, to the
accompaniment of quitars, and the 1ines fitted in very neatly - well rehearsed and
well performed.

IIT should have gone off to a standing ovation. For this was probably the last
performance {in IIT) of a consistently brilliant and original entertainer,
Bhaskar Bhat., 1 felt a twinge of imminent nostalgia. IIT did not develop
WFRIY CAVS a good enough 'story. Thefr coming first was something of a surprise,

In future, if participants apply themselves more serjously to fashioning

a good story, 'Twisted Tales' could hecome one of the prime items.
RESULTS: 1} ITTM 2) MCC 3} RECT
_ Judges® Special Mention: Joe Cherian (IIT M)

Ravi (MCC)




Fancy Dregs:

Organized on a large scale {a cat walk leading from ¢+ : 0OAT stage) and
surprisinpily well attended, especially by the faculty and thelr familiea {the time
and place seemed to suit them), There was an unasccountably long delay in getting
started - one hour for an event that lasted half as long. The toples originally
selected (the rules were relaxed In'er) were "Alice in Wonderland/Thru' the Looking
Glass” and "Creatures the World would Rather Forget". The second one, intended to
allow scope for freaking cut, only preduced a spate of leprous beggars.

UAS started the show with two of these, Another cow, Naidu Jerked his way to
third place with his Karate/Bharats Natyam number. IIT's twisted 'Little Red Riding
Hood' had inaudible narration.

Christian imaginatively combined the two topics. The irrepressible Cangjee
traipsed daintily on stege as Alice and kept the sudience guessing-ss o when his
towel would drop down. Easily the best entry,

Nothing worth mentioning followed. Loyola won the second prize with a spooky
Alice skit, Jyothi Mivas' ereature would hardly have been remembered,let alone
forgotten. Altogether an event not worth the effort that the organizers put into it.

DRAMATICS: 2nd day:

R.E.C.T, opened the day with Asif Cunnimbhoy's 'Inquilab' - a fiery play about
the tunbulent yearns of Rengal. Put the script Lost all its fire along the way as
the actons struggled fo echo the prompten, A tip to alf prompiens: Make swre the
m‘.twphonz backstage is switched off. Plus points for their very genuwine Bengall
aceent,

The fair Ladies of Coonoon followed with an insipid stage-adaptation ef Max
Schubman's "love is a fallacy”. Redeeming feature: The brisk exchanges between
Polly and hen mentor. Polly {Anuna Achaya) Looked 'real feanif' with a reasonably
%nvi;ociﬁg penformance to match, Rosemary brought sufficient highbrow supercilious-
ness er aole,

The trend towards abstract plays climaxed with St Joseph's "Sifence" (by Harofd
Pinten), The play had a very tricky senipt but was admirably excconted with some of
the most sensitive pontrayals of the evening, Congrats Janaki Nain,

For the next fifteen mimwfes, three ladies from I.N,C, Laid bane thein
"Suppressed desines” {under the able guidance of D Russef) to a very tame plot,
Homnietta's dead pan acting uns mone than compensated by the very volatile Mabel
[Phitomina Fennes), Stephen's nole was tastefully underdone by Shantl.

Engineening College of Guindy, the second Last college ¢f the evening, staged
a mrcabre production titled "Rats” (by Tsnael Homowitz). Tt was a powerful portrayal
6f Ameniea's ethnic chuod with abl its insecurity and mutual distrust, tanding
perfonmance by Hanavendnanath who knew "when 2o platz it tough and when to play it
tool”, The bizanne black baby served 2o heighten the intrigue.

A,C.C. rounded ofﬁ the day with Joseph Stuummen's’ "vords and wond Listeners”.
The father (Toots Venghese) makes patheiie attempls to hindle a spark of Life in hia
netarded son. In & climax suncharaed with piencing anguish, the dam of repressed
hate is breached and the son "shoots™ his papa. The ultimate realization of defeat
was fouching in its toiality. Toois*s performance was definitely overshadowed by
Vijay Menon's classic performance as the zomhie son. Finally, T would Like to state
without any reservation, that T found M.C.C.'s play the most .neumdmg experience
of the evening. One wishes that theatrnic talent were contagious.

Judges! Verdict:

Mitra Devanesan found the plays ‘rankly amateurish', Much more thought ought
to have gone into the selection. The theatre of the Absurd was definitely out for a
competition, especially one held in am open air theatre, This was experimental stuff
and out of context here, He remarked however that 'Rats' was "'very interestl?g".
Christian would have ranked higher with better voice modulation. "Mike consciousness”
was another widespread sin. One of the Loyola actors indulged in it to the point of
absurdity. .Jyothi Nivas was the only college to use props effectively. He fail?d
to see why the spotliphts had to be used in the way they were used in St Josephs
*Silence’ - blinding the players. Janaki Nair, he félt had put in an ocutstanding

performance,
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Vidya Hydari did nct have any unnualified gomacnts to offer. She was disappointed
that no onc had seen fit to put up folk theatre, She confessed that she did not approve
of the avant-garde plays that were put up.

Ganesan, the senior most judge found the players' poise and fluency in the English
language wearing thin in the emotional scenes., They tended to overact and to be melo-
dramatic in a manner common to the Indian screen. He commended Vivek's Sundaram for
recapturing the audience's interest after the diversion,

Soap Box:

Started off uproariously, but petered out. The crowd got bored and moved away,
having expended a1l its ammunition. The later speakers could say what they pleased
without fear of physical retribution,’

A1l the MCC speakers entered into the spirit of the thing, and entertained
the crowd. Gangjee looked the part of a proselytizing demagogue, Somewhat naughty,
but witty. The results were arrived at on the basis of an audience ballot:

1} R Sridhar, RECT 2) P Abraham, MCC 3) R Rangjee, MCC

Pverheard:

+"We would like to take Ascka Modi home in a suitcase -~ he's so cute”,
. Ikkada, this iz Mardi Gras ~ whet are the snakes doing here ra, (At reception).

Farewell:

Conclusions are always messy things, By the time you read this most of you
will, be heantily sick of Mardi Gras and itching to get back to gour Llectures, Labs
ete., Oh yes, T hnow it's thue, T can see that gleam in youn eye as you discuss
the non-Lineanity of the mess gub and chuckle oven the humour of thexmodynamics,
No more will this Little rag assault you, but at the nisk of sounding sentimental,
Let me say that we enjoyed being with you over the fast few days. 1§ some of you
felt that this aag Lacked ‘pep', we apofogise. You see people can't hit back when
wi i:th them here, 80 we pulled ouwr punches, Let me introduce the villains
¢ e piece,

villain: 1 Som

2 P.C.

3 Rambu

¢ Oboe

Arch Villain:  Philip

Thanks to Paula and Donovan who hefped with the tedious fob of stapling;
Chaitanya for Ris report on the Indian Liaht Music, and Vifayalakshmi for covering
the 'Just a Minute's K Prakash composed the Graswonds,

Adien



