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This paper has been treated with a preser-
vative chemical while printing. Please
wish hands with soap and water if you hold
for more than 10 minutes - In other words 27 January 1976
circulate this you clod,

Things dre hotting up on the penultimate day of the Mandi Gras., Many of
you will be sptling out shoatly in seanch of the pot of gold, on perhaps neturning
disagpointed. Hope you enfoyled] gourself angway.

Yestenday at the dramatios some joken caeated a scare by throwing a nubben
snake dnto the audience. ,In the ensuing stampede some ginls were hunt. Me're Lucky
that wobody was Seriousty injured, 1 have abways neganded the practical foke
as ranking even Lower than the pun as a brand of humour and my opinion was confinmed
yestenday, T would €ike to disembowel the humounist. A:joke £a a joke, but when
people gel huat the humoun has been stretched a hit too ﬂ,u.n

Another thing that bugs me is the aight of a Large numben of people, sfaggering
around shoypting "Peace, Brotherhood” ete, By all means have fun, but making a nuisance
o0f oneself s g the way Lo do £t. 1L's high time we, and, regretliably, some of
oun guests, “nemembenred our obligations. 1§ Mardi Gras is 1o be enjoyed by all, a
Little co-operation L8 necessary. Come now, it's not ac hard.

JUST A MINUTE:

Today the {inal nounds of the 'Tust a Minuté' unfolded befone the usual packed
house, (Something neally must be done about nelocating the Literany events. Some
Amaginative thinking before next yean's festivat).

The {irst semi-final stanted uowtz. C.A. Sundanam stanted with a flounish, but
the others gradually wohe up and things began to Look up, Gangjee shot into the Lead
with a spate of grammatical objections; he did not Lack humoun however, and aocked the
house with tales of 'strange heﬂ%ﬁom‘. fie used a few theatrical taicks but they
were for d good cduse. The aes :- Gangjee [NCC) - 12,5, C.A, Sundanam {Vivek) 8.5,
Abhijit Biswas (ITT Kap) 5,

The second semi ginal did not produce such good fare. Vasudevan (UAS), yes we
know his nickname, talhed very fast and to ne gheat purpose. He sconed a number of
points because of futife obfections against him, Ouick thinking by Manju saved hea
on a number of occceasions, and hen brilliant discourse on her 'Life with Picasse’
earned hen a place in the finals, Rahut Canrion (St Joseph'siplaged it cool, and
Zﬁée,n a nexvous moment at the eleventh houx, sailed into the final with a timely

erfectlion,

The Final Round: Gangfee, picking up where he had Pefi off, assumed command
at the outset with some muwellous stonies aboat Rimsél{ and his buth. C.A. Sundaram
eaught up Later, and oveatook Gangjee who suddenby appeared to have fallen asleep,
Sundaram was Leading after 3 nounds and the judges decided that the §inals deserved
anothen nound of topics, Gangfee and Sundaram naced to the finish neck fo neck, and
with the audience behind him Gangjee won, Sundaram was an unbuchy second, and Biswas
a Lucky thind.- defeating Vasudevan in the tie breakex,

DRAMATICS:
Dramatics prepanations nan along novel Limes this time: the venue was
shifted to the smallfen OAT at Central Schoof to accommcddte -ofly The
dntencated §ew,

However, the evenihg commenced on a distressdngly familion note. The

LAY ERAS sound Level was fan below the audible range. The organisers explainmed

it away as faulty micnovhones, Let us hope the explanations sufficed
for those three very courageous fadies from BXC who had to brave the
audg.euce. Sincene apoloqaies. For the recoads: They staged a play by
Recketd.




Next on stage was Wivehananda with "Ioo stony" by Tdwand APhed, Veny
niece actiing there by Sundaram, though be did seem to be {n a bit of a fwrry Lo
finish off his Lines. A regnettable ‘snake scare' threw the crowd into momentany
panic. The play resumed, to climax in a slightly sloppy Pniling scene, The hetchup
bag proved too stubborn thougl, and we had to do with a btood-2ess munden,

The thind play was Fugene Tonesco's "Rald Prima Donuna® by the medicos from
St Johnts who assured us that a dec eithen cunes his patient on 'goes down unden
ith him', Veny teassuning. An eanfy sound problem vas sotved by strateqic
relocation of the mikes. Smooth sailing thereaiter. The {nesh falent from St,
Johm's seems quite promising. Thene wene a few yeterans foo - Ajit Phide [fire-
chief) wio put up an excellent show, and Corinne Soares as Mas Mantin (She's heen
on Zhe 11T stage before} who didn't seem o have a clear necolPection of anmything
- 10t even the identity of hen bed pantwer. ‘s Smith's {Anita Fernandez] nofe
s a trifle ovendone perhaps, but Lt hefped to set off the ‘Fnqlish’ atmosphenre.
ALE in all, rathen a confusing ‘antiplay' faom the absund theatre, but weoll-executed,

This was folfowed by Chiist Coflege who 'Like man-ed' through some of thein
oum obsenvations about the generation gap, bt it faited to baidge the gap between
Atage and spectaton,

The £ast play of the night was Anthony Sheppard's "The Sleuth”; a nathex
tame whodunil, propped up by some excellfent delivery and wanton abuses by Loyola's
Vifay Marut {as Andrew). There wad some scope perhaps, fon better faeial
expression,

INDIAN LIGHT MUSIC:

Set in sylvan surroundings, the programme got under way nearly an hour late.
SIET started the ball rolling with a team of two. Although, they were hampered by
lack of accompaniement they sang well. The crowd was surprisingly docile and main-
tained a commendable silence,

TIT M came on next with Srikanth at the helm, He played the harmonium well,
S R Rafan played delectably on the Hawafian guitar, though the notes might have
been amplified more.

Loyola, were the first electric group and started {at 1ast) after inevitable
problems with their equipment. The introduction was their own composition and the
vocals were quite flat., The Tamil number was much hetter,

REC(T) came on with a well equipped group and concentrated on faster and more
catchy tunes, Guindy specialised in Tamil. Their Hindi duet could have been done
better with a good female voice.

PSG produced some violin numbers that flew straight over the audience; they
too concentrated on Tamil music. Stella borrowed the services of a percussionist
and put up a pretty qood show. They requested audience participation in their
group numbers, always a rash thing to do.

Pachyappa's maiden venture started on a bad note when they chose a difficult
opening piece. They graduated to Tamil numbers but the audience had already had
enough of these,

Acharya Patshala {Bangalore) came on as the air cooled, and revived the
audfence with some 1ilting tunes. The singer wassgood and chose the riaht songs.

dyothi Mivas, were keenly awaited, but much to the disappointment of the
crowd did not make an appearance in uniform. They made up for their sartorial
deficiency with some qood vocals; their final qawali was well rendered,

I1Sc did not fare too well, their music was a bit highbrow, Vivekananda
were right on the ball and produced some qood music - they kept the audience happy.
St Joseph's had a very versatile vocalist in the person R Mohan. He commanded
a respectful silence from a depleted audience.

St John's put up a very brief performance and had hardly come on stage
before they left. Randhi Medical Colleae also relied on one vocalist.

A criticism of the whole performance was that the Hindi numbers were Sung
wfthout the nuwances which hreathe 1ife into them. The Tamil numbers were delivered
with greater verve but the audience was generally unresponsive.



RESULTS:
Best Yoealist
fubrote Mitra, Acharya Patashels, Bangalore

Chitra, Ctella Maris
wrikant, Gandhi Medical Colliege, Pyderabad

i N

Best Instrumentalist

1 S R Rajan, LIT Vadras
2 Ramachandran, P3G Coimbatore
3 Ramesh Babu, IISc Pangalore

Bect Group

1 Vivekananda College
2 ©Stella Maris College
3 Jyoti NHivas, Dangalore

Best College

1l Mce
2 Vivekananda
3 Stella Maris

Best item fudged by audience batlot:"Dehhana Haine” by Subroto Mitra, Acharya
Patasata, Bangafone

."»toizg T%’ﬂg:

The competition was disappointing., St Joseph's came on {inst and did
tolenably well. They had a basically aood story-Line, but the nervousness
0f the first two speakens diminished the impact of the suspenseful build-up,
R Wawnion redeemed the situation somuvhat,and won them thé thind prize, 'I1t'a
a Long time since I've been in a sitrangern’s bed' - the Lament of a Labradon
biteh. Vivehananda inundated us with stale jokes,

MCC made dirty johes scem Like polished humoun. Prakash (Best Speaker)
contonted his face and volee Lo Lend verisimifitude to the noke of MOR, Thein
subtlety was nefreshing, despite the eanthy chachs, The atony, though extremely
ententaining, seemed at a tangent to the topic "Some people find 0if, others
don't". They should have sconed better fox their oniginality,

RECIT} profited gneatly by thein experience €ast « Mexicans nemained
their vehicke, but they used them welf, Swaminath who an expressive and
mobile face, was particularly aood. Their topic "laughter has no foreign accent”,
Resuliss

1 REC (T)

2 MCC (Prahash: Best Speaken)

3 St Joseph's

PERSONALITIES

Rafin Gangjee: He was overnwhelmed hy the massive support he recelived from

3 Mo:-g A the 'Just a Minute' finals,and {elt that the dnscheduled fourth
nound was a4 bit nougl on Sundaram (fain play and all that). Endowed with the
dmphessive bulk dnd fumbering gait of a Cafeutta jute baron, Rafiq is {mpossi-
ble to miss. e is fond of wisecraching at his own expense, and reassonted
2hat he weighs all of one hundred and seven hiloghams. O0ff-stage he {3 arti-
culate in ¢ more subdued mannen and inclined to neserve his comments on Heli~
cate issues, Having seen quile a few festivals, Gangjee feels that the standard
of the 'Just a Minute' hete ums fan supenion. In his second year B.Se {major-
z00foqiy), Rakiq L8 non political, Likes to read and Listen fo music. He does
not ‘foresee MCC diminishing in ita nole of museny fon mubtifjarious talents, He
Looker a bit fazed at the Stony tefling this afternoon but we Look fomvand to
seedlng this Likable penson in the Group Debate tomornwow, and at the festival
next year,
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