THE VIS)T THAT WASN'T



Dear Eds.,
I have written this Jetter because I had nothing to do,
Now I stop because I have nothing more to say.

Meouw Junior
Narmada Mess

Your Honour,

A week back, I returned from my classes, to find my room
burgled, 'Economitcs’: Samuelson, secured with great difficulty
from the Book Bank (13 copies available for 120 students) was
missing. Well, right is right and wrong is wrong,

I pinched the same book from another, later in the same
day. But I was caught in the act, I appeal to you for justirce,
I deserve the book., I need it badaly,

Yours plaintively,

'Bo Derek', Ganga
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EDITORIAL

SZzuaneA. Stripes, And patterns Kaleidoscopic,of yellow, gheen
beue and a myriad other colours, That is how we, the new editors
Look at the new yeak: the year that we Look forwand to with the
starry eyges of a child,

The Convocation, the Silven Jubtlee, Mardi Gras, as well as the
§ist and second quizzes, midsems and the endsems.,, in-shont,
Hiroughout the ehtine academiv year, we will be there with you,
putting to pen thvse Little nothings, which may not be Nobel prize
material, but whicl nevertheless will be (we hope] providing you
WAl that negresfiing bréak amidst entanglements over caniier waves
and superposition, We also hope to emphasise the idea that everuone
of us L& going through those crests and troughs wiich we often find
ounselves oven,

Jhe change of 4ize and format should dispel the Last remaining
s0nes 0f memony of Lhe bunchi of pages stapled together that went
under the name of Campastimes. Coupled with periodicity that would
p ut a quantz osclllator Lo shame, we should be anfe to make CT monre
neadable {and availavle], Tnaough the informal inferviews with the
stagf, we hope to Look beyond the faces that we nave put up with
everyday of our Life here, in spasms of fefty minutes

About contributions, ah, comtrnibutions, welf, en, that is, what
are duch things anyway? 1§ the magazine is to mean something more
than fust an assontment of editoriafs unden diffenent Litles, you
must just'sit down for, may be half-an-hour, and tell us that ,
hilanious incddent that happened 2o him (real on invented). And
you'LL probably go up a peg in the §inancial world,




CAUSERICE

When all the deer are gone.,..

Often outsiders talk of our campus as "the place where deer roam
tame and numerous as cattle or sheep". This is of course an exagg-
eration, but we don't correct their view, Really, we take the deer,
and our wild, natural, campus for granted,

The first thing that struck me when we came back this semester
was the large eyesore near the hostels-a huge area that was vegeta-
ted thickly to the last square centimetre when we.left 1ast sem.
now stand{nq bieak, literally without as much as a leaf on it
except for a few palm trees. A bulldozer was going methodically
over the area to see that the job was complete,

I am told that the "cleaning" of this area as well as that behing
ngga and Mandakini Hostels (upto the oxidation pond) is to proyide
fields and playgrounds for the forthcoming inter-IIT meet. What-
ever the reason, what a price to pay ! Consider the encroachment
we are making on our environment in steps 1ike this. Slowly, as [
suppose must happen wherever we humans choose to settie, we are
turning our campus into ohe of the concﬁete and desert complexes
that other institutions are now, e]sewhere. Even as we do this,

we are aware that deforestation on a worldwide scale means failure




of rains, the consequences of which everyone in Madras {s familiar
with, Apart from this, we are ripping up an eco-system that is the
habitat of the deer and all the other fauna as well as the flora,

What we are seeing in our campus s symbolic of what "is happen=
ing around the world-natural forests and wild-lands falling to the
axe and giving place to wastelands. I am informed that the ayrea
stripped of forests each year in the world {s of the order of
thousands of square kilometres.

Qne need not be a keen obseryer to note that far fewer Axis
(spotted) deer or blackbuck are around here now thaﬁ even a few
months ago, True, they have mostly migrated to the adjacent ‘deer
sanctuary because it iﬁ greener there'in_summer: but we may be sure
that the Tatest attack on their rightful home has played an impor-
tant role in-sending them packing,

If all other considerations fail, our aesthetic sense should
prevent us from felling another tree or consigning another acre to
that tribute to human achievement, the bulldozer. After all, a
basketball céurt never looked as beautiful as a forest, what? If
we don't pause to ihink, it won't be long before all the deer are

gone.'. .

KUMARAN SATHAS IVAM




..+ Who would have thought that one
‘f harmless too lean foy his size, and too dense
for his age guy from Narmada hostel was to pull
I 46@ of f one of the greatest of stunts tn weightlifting
/// history? Well, history has to be made sometime, and so
159 he made it. Last year's Electrical students in the 1lnd
| year weren't exactly the briahtest afound, and their uncer-
‘7"‘ tainty in getting a pass in Elce was slightly less than that of
electren's position. Came the sems, and the eve-of-exam, our man
somehow did some magic and, lo! He pulled the weight effortlessly
from its resting position and held it iong enough fer the judges tQ
nod approyingly. Cheers for this 'sweet' guy, '

.. With the whole campus literally agog with the secret, it is
not far wrong ke leb alittle of this excitement bubble over intg the
leaves of Campastimes, is it? We all know (and know that we should
not know too) that there has been an errant, one who has let his
greed for aids take the better of his senses, amongst those who haye
passed out this year, We sincerely hope that, henceforth, we would
have no occasion to even hear as a rumour, somebody trying to mani~
'pulate 1ikewise, We all have come here through a decent procedure.
Let the going out, too be, of similar nature, rather than with a

helping hand or with lead around our feet,
*x * * Sriram.R.

"Young man", said the Prof., to a student who kept Lnfemaupténg, "Ane.
you thying to teach the class?"

"No sin", said the student,

7«@12 then, don't talh Like an idiot!"
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IHOS WHAT
Though {t would be much: moye complaete ¥ some of the ‘yetergns’
had written this sort of plece on life here, it wquldn'y bg tQially
off the mark, if I, who has eyery~chance of Tncreasing the fores
‘mentioned group's count by one, try-a hand at it.

To begin with is all the excltement and pride with which one
arrives here; to have beaten tens. of thousands of people in 3
‘gruelling' competitive exam; the determination of those who haye
[nade {t to the top to stay tﬁere, and of the posstb1e branch~changers
to make a desperate h1d for Comp Science or Elce, they ride on the
Erest of the incoming tide of this gritty doggedness for nearly "

¢ manth or two,

Qver hat cups of Taramant chat, and with such application and
tnvolyement that would put any ingratiating pelitician to shame, are
discussed who the 'muggo's are, and who are the " funda* guys; who
mugs secretly at one'Q' ¢lock in the night after pretending to have
crashed at nine p.m. and who walks to exam halls 'without even 1¢ok~

ing at the book', and the like., -

More 'weathered' students take up topics of greater seriousness:
who did what malpractices and how, and the way in which so-and-so
made to such-and-such a place,.. Poring thoughtfully over maps of
).S.A. are those who hope that some'luck and oriental magic' should
enable their grades to be good enough to obtain aids.

Antd then, the type of guys who could be ten-pointers if they
only cared, but who wants to live with some lousy notes and in dingy
classrooms, when there is freedom, and hence head whatho for the
‘Breens...




And, of course, there are thosé quys (three, to be precise)
haggard, a week's stubble on their chins, a pen held 1imply tn ene
hand, wondering how the he]l to 817" a blank sheet ef Campastimes
with mater{a] that would appeal to the "general student community";
whose only hope in ]ife s a nuclear war...

* ok x U-Thinker

ON THE YELLOW LINE

Moments of trysting-time- shimmer on Time's canvas.,
Visions of week-end-stnolls,

Holding hands, whiisperina ande,wunen/tb
Fleeting magw

Speeding automobiles nush past me.

Stranded as 1 am on the yellow Line,

Visits to the Ant Grlleny, 1o the oo,

A week-Long wait, a few precious hours of toaethienness
Butning out the week} s passion at the Ahores
To the tumwltuous crescende of the waves,,
Klaxons blare Like desperate maniacs.,

Yowr tears, my pain, anoiier pmmg

Cutting Rike ice,,

Days when dreams effloresced

While uncertainty gnawed,

Time now stands sE8L

A bind in mid-acn

Anaesthetized 1 Atep across the road.,
Headlights screech to a arinding halt
Flooding Zhe busy highway, .

In the grnenzied blun of Liahts

1 am a siLhouette sLipping

On an avalanche of remembered moments .,

S. Mohan
Lecturen
Humanities Department




MEET OUR STAFF..,

"Go.ing abroad is not at afl wnong," says Dinector P.V,Indiresan
of the I,1,T, Madras, "but staying {s". This was a reply Lo 4 query
from us, the editons of CT, who were {nvited to supper and an
Anformal Anterview, .

Parking oun bicycles by the aate, beside a suspielous chowkidar,
we walk doum the portico and vresent awrselves, Apparently, we had
internupted a family of four viewing Doordharshan's altempils ai
creativity, We are weleomed by a pleasantly smiling Mras,Indiresan,
and son Atal (of Agrawal fame] soon the Directlor emenges, all
amiability, Having seated ounselves, he surprises the party with a
amall, hand-held tapereconder (Indian??].

"T was born in Madras, with most school studies in Tamif or
Kannada", Then on to Presidency College and then Zo Bangalore as
reseancht scholanr, In RoonRee he was, for a perdlod, as Lecturen,

b2 fone going to Binminahiam, Aften collecting his doctonal research
deghee, back again fo Roonkee, and he started ascending the. success
Ladden, A senies of promotfiens, and a change of undiversity and he
Was in TIT-Delil as Dean, before the present posdition, "340 days 1
fave before T will step down" he says, with the cafm assurance of
one whd L5 pergectly sure of what L& coming,

| "In centain universities in the South, the administrative pasi-
tigng are not filled by academicinns, but of managenial origin.
Wint's goun ddea of LR{A?"

"Administrative qualities .ane no doubl necessarny, but there will
e the Lack of undersianding, of really Looking into the hequine-
ments of the feacher that are apart gnom those of direct bearing”.
He breaRs off to tell that the administrative sefup Lin Delhi is
more on Less on similan Lines, but there is greater scope for
students getting thein views through here at Madras, "There are
|certain dimensions which we wouldn't have known at all had not ithe

students told ws " ,
Mangala Gowni, his daughter of ferns us Limefulice in 'cute' Looking
Lumblerns as Mns,Indiresan foins the party, Uiro Looks meekly up at
herns as if seeking permission to continue, But then she L8 Ln Zoo
Zeasant a mood to think othemuise, Out to §Latter her, the Dino
enlightens us on the fact that she had won a gold medal £n Psychology
(n hen MA cowrse at Madras Univernsity, 18 there any vicarious

P




Leasure, in his Ainforming us that
and Nithye (Ais elden daughi-
ten] are both NTS scholars? -

0f T1Tians, he feels that it L4
"an honowr to be at TIT-Madras:
but Lt is unfortunate that the
mafonity of the students are cynit
cal, with not much to fall back
u-pon",

At the dinnen table, we are
congronted with decent arub (a
weleome. change aften hostel food)
Athi tells us that he 44 going %0
stant hiis own industry, What with
iis brain (ALL India 52R nankland
brawm (Wateh outl, he's formid-
able enough to overcome any
difficubties, We Look at phofo-

.o HIS WIFE CAN DO BETTER

WHAT THE DIRECTOR CAN DO ...

-ghaphs (two of them reproduced
hene] of the Indiresan's gamily's
ghappling with hedights, °
"Papa, what about the code of
conduct nule numoured to be

brought about" asks Mangala with
mock seriousness,

"What nule," Mr Indiresan is
innocence persondfieds

"oy, ditekya," She is unable
to Hold back fieh mirth anymore .




BEST PHOTOGRAPH AT MOOD INDIGO '83 BY P. YENKATAKRISHNAN




Have WE A SociAL ConscieNce?

"The students in LIJ haye absolutely no social consctlousnass",
satd the Deputy Directap, Dr.R.Spinivasan. Startled, I looked
straight acyoss at the bespectacled gent stumped in a chair many
times his size, Eyebrows raised in enquiry, he watched me, In a
flysh of indignatfon, [ countered his statement. But he continued:
“Eyery year, we tupn out brilltant students, but none of them has
any soctal conscience whatsoever", The edge of bitterness in his
- yatee seemed to make the whole thing rather too personal., But the

sincerity of this man was evident, I left Dr.Srinivasan's office, -
having made a few angry half-retorts. But it is now a week past,
Sa let me pause,

Are we students veally quilty of a selfish and cock-eyed stance?
Have we sufficient reason to be self-satisfied and complacent?
Have we performed our duties not only by ourselves, but hy—our
parents and our institution?

The answerto the Tast question is: by and large, yes. Sweeping
generalizations on student irresponsibility merely reflect a
pempous superior atttitude that some professors seem to claim as
one of their perquisites, But now, please permit this student to
raise a few questions on 'social consc1ousness" Should the
varigus students who work tirelessly for all the institute func-
tions, be considered lacking in social responsibility?

Are the few student secretaries and the others who work for
better teacher-student rapport, to be considered irresponsible?

Is the NSS to be considered a defunct body in that its student
volunteers don't merit mention as socially conscious youngsters?

Haven't the students invariably adopted the most reasonable
manner of expressing their demands?.

Beneath the veneer of scepticism, most of the students do
Delieve that the senior members of the faculty are genuinely
interested in the students, But il1l-conceived notions of the
student conscience hardly promote such beliefs,

Detraction from students' social consciousness could be one way
of justifying a ‘code of conduct' with several unreasonable
restrictions on student freedom, So, for its own good, let the
student community beware, .

R. Sriyatsan
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JULY

Another eveping in July~
MeLanchiolie elouds Royer
Tirned mynakis iomeword gLy~
Bizanne thoughts engulf,

1t was anothien July, my dearest,
Wien the sky was senrene and clegn .
The distant forizon btushed

As we forgot centurnies advancing.

Many- a July: Rass passed since

Leawing us separated

Dheams of distant nebulae BLinking
And of the twinkle of your eyelrshes,

July witnesses many- transitions
The summen Qeat subyides

The §inst cool showerns appear

With sunsfiine in between, pleasant,

Rosy dreams -does July bring

But harsh nealities await,

Concealed in unsuspecting moments

Like wintens implied by springs preceding,

With eveny July the wontd shuddens:
"MLLL there ever be a next July?"
With all the nuclearn missiles Lurking
And biological warfare 4preading.

Oh! no, dean; July won't grieghten us -

For, the human potential s yet unfathomed;
There will never be a erisis without solutions
For everny end is but only a beginning.

C, VIJAYAN
RESEARCH SCHOLAR
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INTERYIEW,. 1

"THE GREATEST DANGER TO THE WORLD TODAY, IS INTERNATIONAL LAW-
LESSNESS. AND THE ONLY> SAFEGUARD AGAINST THIS IS THE CHARTER OF THE
UNnITED NATIONS,™ '

{

Having spent more than 2 decades of his life at the UNO,
C.V. Narasimhan has developed a firm belief in the utility and
purpose of the UNO. He started his UN career in 1956, as executiye
secretary of the Economic Commission for Asia, at Bangkok, and went
on to become Under Secretary General for Special Political Affairs,
Chef de Cabinet to the Secretary Gehera], Deputy Administrator of
the UN ﬁevelopment Programme and Under Secretary General for inter-.
agency coordination. After Ris retirement in August '78, he became
a senior fellow of the UN Institute for Training and Research, He
is currently on a teaching assignment at the University of Texas,
where he discusses 'Internztional Organizations.' We met him during
his .brief summer vacation in Madras,

8] HAVE GIVEN UP MORE POSTS IN THE LN THAN MOST PEOPLE HAYE HELD”

'Goyernments resort to wisdom only when they haye tried every-
thing else, and failed': C.V.Narasimhan quotes Aba Aban (former
foreign minister of Israel)., "There is no sanction in the UN for

| Taw-breakers™, he says, referring to South Africa and Israel. *The

greatest (and only) sanction is that of informed public opinion".

"SOUTH. AFRICA HAS BEEN MADE TO FEEL THE 'PARIAH' OF THE SPORTING
WORLD. THAT'S A BIG ACHIEVEMENT”

He dismisses the western media's criticisms of the UN as "garbled
tendentious and anti-UN".

>
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"M QBJECT IS QNLY SERYIGE, | HAYE BEEN A GIYIL SERYANT ALL M(.
LIFE”

Born in the 'iJs, C.V NaraSImhgn was sent on 3 scholarship to
Oxford, after Ris BA(Hons. I in History at St Josephﬁs COllege,
Tiruchi, When he took the Indian Ciyil Seryices entrance exam in
'36, he stood 1st among the Indians. He had earlier finished the
4-year course at Oxford in 2 years. ‘Narasimhan started fis ICS
career as an Assistant Collector at Vizag; A little embarassed, he
recalls the freedom movement at that tima: 'T had to dea] with tha
riots.. but there wasn't much of a problem'.

In 1950, Narasimhan joined the Ministry of Food and Agriculture
as deputy secretary., He was in the Debartment of Economic Affairs
when he met Dag Hammerskjold (the then UN sec.gen.) in February- '56,
Highly impressed even after a brief meeting, Hammerskjold decided
to get Narasimhan into the UNO,

Now in his 70s, C.V.Narasimhan speaks with a gentle lisp and
forcefull emphasis. His interests range from tennis to carnatic
music, Kalidas and Shakespeare, His yiews are expressed candidly
and he readily impresses one as being knowledgeable,

ON INDIAN POLITICS AND POLITICIANS:

"The greatest need for education is at the level of our
politicians, The members of our legislature have a very narrow view
of the interests of India". Expressed concisely, "They are hide- '
bound, self-centred and ignorant",

Politically, he calls himself a 'pink liberal' (Eds: Oops!), He
is also a great admirer of Mrs, Gandhi,
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CT: How does the ICS of your times compare with the IAS?

Narasimhan: Many.of the I[AS officers have found that the way to get
on is by being 'very friendly' with, the ministers and senior
officials and doing their bidding. That's not the way we did:it/

PAGITATIONS ARE A DREADFULL, WASTE OF ENERGY”

"In India we haye now got somé enormous problems. Some of these
problems are of our own creation®., In his opinion, "Family planning
should be given top priority“.

"] BELIEVE [NDIA WILL HAYE A 6REAT FUTURE ANYHOW

He belieyes firmly in adherence tao tradition, at least in
Carnatic music, He does not join the general clamour about
deteriorating quality of music. But he disapproves of the oyer-
emphasis on swara-prasthara, "Make music, not mathematics", is his
plea,

He has helped make Rayi Shankar and M.S,Subbulakshmi, world
celebrities. Recently, he also arranged for Parveen Syltana's touyr

of the US,

"T PUT RAVI SHANKAR ON THE WORLD MAPY

C.Y.Narasimhan is now a retired man and even 1ooks rather obese,
But he still keeps himself very active, He is currently working on
his magnum opus: 'a personal history of the U Thant years' (U Thant
was UN Sec.Gen. from '61 to '71) . He is the type of person who
keeps you on your toes even during normal conversation, - By the
time we got to our feet, we had ceftainly gained by the experience,

Interviewed by: Ananth Sethuraman & Snivatsan,
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Quiz Times

1 . Name the Bangladeshr-born apchitect who designed the world's
tallest tower, the Sears. Towep,

What was set up on the recommendation of the Sarkar Compittee?

3. Who was the Britisher who is sypposed to haye founded Madras:
City?

4, Expand 'Lions' of Lions Club,

5. Who used to produce the James Bond moyies (for 21 years]?
6, What is the Hindi remake of 'Jaws'?

7. Which is the one non-fictional book by Alistair Maclean?
8. In the Bikile, what was the new name given Jacob?

9. What is the first name of Mr.Lodge of Archie comics?

10. What is a calender?

11, What are the male and female swans called?

12, What is Simon Templar better known as?

13, "What is good for your nose may not be good for y~'» aves",
Which company advertises-so?

14. Which {s the widest bridge in India?
15. How much did I,I.T. Madras spend totally last year?

« % % Ccompiled by: Joy.A,Thomas
A man gets dwunk en Monday on Whisky & soda water; on Tuesday on
[Bnandy & soda water; on Wednesday on Rum & soda water, What caused
ois. duunkenness?  Obuiously, the common 5acton,'the soda waten,

* ¥ %

“hen the world was destroyed by nuclear warfare, the sole
wavdvons were wo monkeys «n an African jungte, They discussed the
h{tuation and one of them asked the othen, "Shall we start the whole
fhing atl oven again?"

* % %
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| CROSSKORD CLLES

N.C.8vresH
ACROSS DOWN '
1, Pigeon sitting behind the bike(7)} 1l.Shut down sounds nearer(7)
4, Ninny leost years returning in a 2 ,Horse blood runs even in the
toupee but is ceming first (7] Dburro animal(u)
9, From the nova, light came in the 3.Keen as the proverbial
shape of the earth(4] beavei(5)
10, Strange, extremely peintless te 5,Bury the main terrorist(9)
denate (5} 6.Not I that's geing in(u4)

11,Idiets are turned te make
uncenscious(l4)

12,Revelver turned t® iind itself(5).

7.Whole meb closing in?(7)

8.Box seunds like vehicle
weighs a lab(6)

13,Horseman in direr pesitiens(5] 14, Everyoody returned te the

16,Game tootsoldier has right te master, the beast(5)
fisn(3) 15, Imprisened eur Queen hefore
18,Baron Epstein brings unity(3}) a small natien(3,2])
20,Duplicated light gas about in 16,Among the French(5)
lout(6) 17,Mimicked Edward after the
21.Martial art sound like rabbit cooler 1nitially(5)
food(6) 18,Rode in the elegy(3)
23 .,Before back the same(3) 19.Scrape fpém small dog(3)
26 ,Never twice back with me, for 22, Abroad it sounds like the
vegetable(5) ¢

enemy is ruling(7)
27,0ur land in diametric proportion(5),, Leased and torn(5)

28 .Cluster sound like boxer hitting
with a cold(5) 25,Her chest gave trouble(7)

32,1 swindle you about the image (4)
33,1 trade in perfect things(5)
34, Towards Mount Orion(H4)

28.Sea water for tears?(5)

29,Hi, certainly net said
in heaven(5)

30, Sounds like rules :cause
35,Worse than the Rumanian in court?(7) bankruptcy (%)

36 ,Equation for a foul arm(7) 31l.Tyre made in France? (4)
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SoLutioNs To CROSSWORD

ACROSS'}. Carrier 4, Winning 9 Oval 10, Grant 11, Stun 12, Reter
13, Rider 16, Prawn 18, One 20, Cloned 21, Karate 23, Ere

26, Onion 27, India 28, Bunch- 32, Lcon 33, Ideal 34, Unte

35. Nastier 36, Formula

Down:

8, Carton 14, Llama 15, Ran in 16, Parmi 17, Acted 18, Ode

1. Clesure 2, Rean 3, Eager 5. Inter 6, Inte 7, Ganging

19, Eke 22, Foreign 2u4, Rented 25, Pandera 28, Brine 29, Helle
30, Less 31, Pneu

ANSHER TIMES

1. Fazlur Rahman 2, The I .I.Tts

3. Sir Francis Day 4, Liberty, Integrity and Natiors'
Safety

5. Harry Saltzman and Albert Broccoli 6, Aatank

7. Biography of Captain Cook 8. Israel

9, Hirum 10. A machine with reollers for

finishineg cloth or paper
surface, using mpisture, heat
12 ;The saint and pressure,

1I.Cob and Pen respectively

13.Lawrence and Mayo, Opticians 14, Maraimalai Adigalar bridge at

15.Rs,9.,90 cérores Saidapet, Madras
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