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LITERARY AND CULTURAL WEEK

The annual festive gala of IIT, Madras, got
under way with hectic last mnute efforts
by all_involved. It lasted for six days, from
22nd February through 28th, providing enter-
tainment for the great unwashed, \nd dis-
appointment for the &itc The roch and
soul music from the Leo Ramble was the
highlight ot the week, with the hterary and
culturl talents of the collegiate crowd of
Madras running a close second Audence
participation was more himited this year than
the last The secretaries did the job for them
Let us get nto the inner details, mainly
the ones that won't cause the big shots 1 the
student hierarchy any loss of sleep.

Monday

Bunking classes started bright and early for
the All India debate (Jyots Nivas) Incident-
ally, why don't they change the name to
Unnersal debate or something, we might even
land a Marthian blonde The organisers
wisely decided on a trendy topic quahty
of the sexes will bring about disintegration of
Socien  But they were in for a surprise
The audience (and the press) discovered that
32 compeutors were that number too many
Before the advent of the tunth debater every
one had heard the names of Indira Gandhi,
Eve and Viayalakshmi Pundit, the sterling
examples of woman’s suffrage, quoted ad
nauseam Oddly enough, the majonty of
the guls spoke agamnst Women's Lib ~ Up-
holding the chastity of Indian womanhood, no
dcubz,gbuz none of them touched upon the idea
that disintegration might be better Even
standard cliches hhe * Vive 1a difference ’ were,
for the most part,ignored and highly Christian
morals expounded by more than one speaker
Very few managed to hold the interest of the
audience, except Namnan of MCC, Rekha
Shetty of Stella Mans, and, of course, the
two IITians Though the speeches were
uniformly mediocre, the highly partisan crowd
gave a standing ovation to both the IITian
speakers, who exploited the situation fully
The notable speakers were Rekha Shetty of
Stefla Manis (who won the third prize) and
Mutrakumari of Law (who didn’t). T Naipan
found quite a few of the audience gasping n
disbelief, while Mahesh Kumar Khemka,
with his eloquence (and histrionics), won
the Furst Prize.

German Recitation

There were movies scheduled to be hefd at
CLT, and then there was this German
Recitation  competiion, Judged by Mrs
David among others All the wise guys
mtroduced themselves and the topics in
German, so that we didn’t know whether they
were spouting Goethe or Brecht Histriomic
side-effects were marked 1n some of the recita-
tions, and some said ‘danke schoen ’ sweetly
Well, for the fifty odd 1[Tsans who attended
thus function, 1t was hardly entertaining, but
they were thnilled to the roots of their hairs,
when Sunder Kumar, an IITian, won the
trophy for us, Two Loyola entrants got the
second and third pryzes respectively

The famous IIT group somg

Open Group Discussion

This was yet another disappomting item 1n
the week's programme  Well-rehearsed play
acung does not really stimulate Group Discus-
siop, and that was why 1t turned out to be
such a farce The College of Eogineering,
Guindy, won the first prize, the main factors
being their leader and an adequate number of
PJs ~ The rest was nothing to wrne home
about

Quiz

‘The quiz was a heart-rending affarr, 1t’s time
people learnt to be ethical and well-mannered
Abusing of participants 1s not exactly what
the crowd wants to see, and moreover, 1t 1s not
i good taste. Viayalatha Reddy, of WCC,
won the first prize - WCC carted home the
trophy as well.

Eatertainment

Entertanment was such a big affair, and
a lousy one at that, that one can mention only
a few names and Colleges which rose up
to the mark  Only the last of the four days
provided tolerable fare AC Tech came on
strong with Bharghav Mehta and the Moghuls
Loyola had an okay group playing bubblegum
And Chrstian, without Amb; Harsha, put
up 2 few skits, sang a few songs and, in
general, kept the audience 1n good humour
But that was not enough to retain the trophy
SIET College, in the tradition of Usha
Natarajan, had charming Hemalata Subra-
maniam a3 MC and she proved to be as good
as her predecessor They danced and did
a whole pile of funny things on stage and
walked away with the Entertainment Trophy

The Valedsctory function was addressed by
Dr Chandran Devanesen
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 Shri Navzer Mehta

I confess, at the outset, that I am some-
what at a loss for words Thus 1s, to be
sure, wholly puzzling There aren’t many
m this Institute whe know Navz as well as
1 do. Maybe that's the trouble I know
too much about him so 1t’s a trying exercise
to decide where to start (Not to worry,
Navz Albeit no holds barred tn this column,
this guy ain't no stool pigeon squealer, your
dern tootin  So I am not on the verge of
spilling the beans, 1f that's what you are
thinlang )

Furst the man  Who 15 he??? He 1s this
tall fair, loose-limbed loose-jointed, loose-
shirted, loose shoed young man, mild of manners
discreet of tongue, not to mention stiff of upper
lip and noble of nose That 1s Navz in a
* broad nutshell®

As for lus face, not hauing seen hum for
two months makes me pretty uncertam as to
the position there In the four odd years
Ive known Navz, I've seen him with side-
burns without them with them again
Meanwhile he has combed his hair straight
forwards, straight backwards, straight up
Apart from this he wears a beard occasionally
I'll say one thing for this boy Variety 13 the
spice of his hfe (More spicy stuff on this
Jater on )

Navz hails from Lovedale i the Nﬂgms
He also comes from there When he does,
after the holidays, one 1s generally struck by
the clear eye, the rosy pink complexion and
the cold nose complete with packed-frame
Which he displavs to lus full advantage
But come a coupla weeks and the above
youth undergoes a phenomenal transforma-
tion. Gone s the veneer of prosperity

The cye, once clear, and the rosy pink
complexion, 1s replaced by deathly pallor,
As for the well-packed frame, it has a
tendency to unpack tsclf  Towards the
end of the semester, Navz can hardly walk
on the streets without the risk of being
packed up on vagrancy charge,

Navz 18 1 versatile guy with many interests
Horses and Aeroplanes occupy quite a chunk
of his time  The latter especnally, he takes
most seriousty Life at IIT wouldn’t be
complete mn the everungs without the familiar
sight and sound of Navz circling the hostels,
tennis courts etc gencrally giving himself a
feehng of superiority 1n the process  Occa-
sionally, he takes a passenger along with him
on his routes, normally a girl When you
are where eagles dare, do as the eagles do,
1s the maxim  Once I managed to bum a
ride from him and that would count as the
most unforgettable expertence of my hfe
Suffice 1t to say that I left my stomach and
my nose somewhere up in the cternai blue

Navz’s ambition 1s to become a commercial
pilot  Occasionally, however, he gets mad-
cap 1deas such as doing his doctorate studies
m Aeronautical Engineering, but they don’t
generally last long  He takes his flying 1n
deadly earnest, ‘It’s my profession, yar,’
he says, leaving you with the feelng that
you should be devoting more time to your
branch subjects

Regarding his doing with girls (the opposite
sex, yetl) Navz 15 generally brief (rarely ex-
ceeding a month) and to the point However,
lIike all strong men he has his weak moments
and 1s sometimes swept off hus feet and suts
gathermg clouds for menths after, This

generally happens at the rate of once per
annum

However, don't let that fool you, the
shaggy exterior that he gencrally wears Navz
has certain qualiies that scparate hum from
the common rut Among thesc are a dogged-
ness of purpose and a unique penchant for
getting what he wants through the easiest
possible means. The lad has a bright future,
shady past notwithstanding

Navzs interest in politics was handled
last year after the Carnival Word went
around 1n the hostels, ‘Navz 1s the man for
G Sec post’ ‘That's him tottering over
there, the future G Sec’ And sure enough,
the voice of the people didn’t go unheard
and Navz made it to the celebrated chair
with no major mishap And he’s done a
damn good job of 1t No small thanks to
him for making the Inter-IIT Meet the
roaring success 1t was No caricature on
Navz would be complete without a mention
of his Airforce mo-bike which 15 a caricature
on wheels This unique machine was fabri-
cated 1n the days of Bronto Sauri(l) and
square wheels by the stone age fore-runner
of Henry Ford 1n one of his less creative
moments Next ume you see Ramesh Pa
on Navz’s pillion, observe him carefully and
you will see that he’s actually holding ail
the parts together But, technical impossibi-
Iity though 1t may secem, 1t moves all nght
Just about

Navz 1s a class by himself Exactly what
class, the reader 1s left to decide  One thing
Iknow It will besad to see lum go

Prasap

Horror Story or Watch out,
This Means You

As the title mdicates, this 1s a horror story
The wvillains here, are not, however, made
of ectoplasm and do not reside i coffins.
They are of flesh and blood and they live in
colleges, universities and other institutions of
learming  For convenience, the story 1s set n
our own hittle Institute The hero 1s a gent
who has just left school and has entered this
hell-hole.

He joins with visions of brainy Professors
expounding on relauwty, and leng haurs
discussing Sinayavsky or Rand It doesn’t
take long, however, for hum to reahize that
things are not as they should be The first
faint inkling that things are not right comes
from the architecture around the joint There
must be something wrong, he concludes, with
people who design and authonize the construc-
uon of massive cubes and cuboids whose
heavy horizontal lines seem to stifle all
origimnality, all fresh-thinking and contain his
magination 1n a shell of concrete  However,
this 1s not a major fear and he dispels this
with a whistle or whatever else people do
when they pass a graveyard at might

Next, he finds that most of the Depart-
ments are full of Lecturers and Assistant
Professors, who, 1t 15 clear, know nothing of
the subjects 1 whach they are supposed to
have got PhDs, and the like Here, one
earnest gentleman declares that a ball thrown
on an inchined wall at 2 certamm angle will
bounce to the up of the wall, there another
gentleman asserts with great sincersty that I
1s equal to ER and procecds to prove it (In
other Colleges, there exist savants of literature
who have not heard of Mailer, Robert Lowell
or Grass and wouldn’t know what to make of
their works 1f they saw them This may
seemn surprising, until one realizes that 1n this
country, PhDs are awarded to people who
have done nothing but rearrange the standard
physical tables. I could go on for pages on this
subject but there 1sn’t any real need to do so.

(This sorta thing, however, 1s only to be
expected mn a society which equates money to
respect and therefore consuders the lecturers
1ts servants and outcasts, In other countries,
the prof and the acad n stand at the
helm of social respect and regard scale, and
so there 15 an incentive for bright young
graduates to start teaclang in Universities
Here, on the other hand, only those guys
who have been rejected by mndustry step mnto
the lecturing line, Increase the salary of a
lecturer to about a thousand 2 month and the
academic atmosphere will definstely improve.)
These are no more than the rattling of chains
or the tapping of ghostly footsteps The real
hocror part comes next

Having realized that he 1s intellectually
supenor to the estabhishment, our hero turns to
hss fellow students, only to find that a decid-
1ng majority of these young men, the cream
of the country and so forth are little lambs
who follow Mary, or the Great Grade God-
dess wherever she may go  In extreme cases,
which nevertheless exist, they are sycophants
who prostitute their minds by bribing the
lecturer with extra respect and other pleasing
mindless things Those remaming prefer to
emasculate themselves by making use of thewr
admittedly extraordinary ability to stare ata
prunted page and reproduce 1t verbatim a few
days later  Apart from Sears and Piskunov
they read nothing else Those among them
who get high grades have no outside inte-

rests, no points of view, no mkling that there
exists outside the wall of thetr closter a
wonderful world of literature and, more 1im-~
portant, a country which desperately lacks a
corps of intellectuals These intellectual
zros, then, by a process akin to induction,
endeavour to emasculate out poor hero too
If he does take all the precautions, he
escapes to find that he cannot exist
mn this country, no more than a harem
attendant can hive outside the harem, and s
therefore, bitten by Bacillus Americanus and
emplanes for Yankee-land, leaving behind an
army of you-know-who’s to take care of the
Sovereign Democratic Republic of India.
The leadershup, the intelligentsia, the screntific
infra-structure that this country so badly
needs, 1s therefore denied to 1t and 1t falis
easy prey to the first gentleman who has the
abality to fool a lot of people, or to the first
foreign country that 1s sufficiently interested
m taking over, the net result 1s anarchy,
chaos and destruction

And so, the chains have rattled and gone
The last nails have been driven into the
coffin  The monsters have claimed therr
vicums and the vicum (Ha, Ha, fooled ya)
1 not the hero but the hero’s country.
What do we do about 1t? Dont ask me,
boys. Iam’tgot nothing that will help

SRI

I send my best wishes to the Sport Festival of the Indian Institute of Techno-
logy 1t is an cxcellent :dea, 1 think, that the TIT, which 1s so famous as a centre of
technological studies of every kind, the sport 1s also given a good place
not only the spintual, but also the physical training, which 15 provided by the
IIT Ths gives a good harmony to the young students, who get their education at
the HIT And the festival, which 1s arranged in honour of the sport, will be a very
good opportumty to further the interest in sport actvities

I wish the Sport Festival of the IIT a very good and bright success,

So 1t s

Dr Eenst KurscHer
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Who owns the Workshops * Mr Ebert, that's
who He 1s the Works Manager of
Central Workshops—the biggest non-produc-
tive workshop in India—and he has been here
before times were so good  When he arrived
n 1959—and that was twelve years ago—the
only thing existing was the foundation ston¢
A pretty umpressive record, you mught say
T have installed about every machime hete,
he told us when we went to interview hin—
and when a man lihe Mr Ebert says that you
can’t think he 1s braggng

Walk nto his office sometume and forget
about the formalties—Ebert 1s not oné to
waste nme saying things like good morning
State your business and out comes a ‘yes

milliog machine, and he would give
Tou a:lh ?yes ’ slglp without so much as looking
up °*Itrust the students,” he said, ¢ After a!l
IT 35 budt for students and if you don’t
trust them, what else 1s there 2’ Alot of
supervisors feel that undergrads are just
a munor writation 1n the paradise, and that 1s
putting 1t muldly
't Betrebslester for nothing
If ?’f)xu fstl,:::l um about his love life (I didn’t),
his wife would probably come out 3 close
second—to machines | After four years in 2
place like this, talking to a man who 1s really
Interested tn his job 1s fantastic, After hours,
he reads about aircraft, unlike us morons
resorting to spicier literature You can see
the gleam 1n his eye when he speaks about
a gear cutting machme or a umversal miling
machine, and you know the workshop 1s 1n ca-
ble hands Unfortunately, asit turns out with
our beautiful bureaucracy, the hands aren’t
exactly free

As most of us would have noticed (1f you
haven’t man, youre dumb) students are
second class citizens in the workshop Ever
tried to get anything done there > You need
half 2 dozen ‘ges’ ships from Mr Ebert before
you can drill a hole there What gives ?
Wwe asked ‘1 know 1t’s 2 problem, sad
Mr Ebert, ‘but the man reason 1s fitting
20d machime shops are ternbly understaffed
So the foremen try and get nd of the small
fry with litle obstacles Now 1ts become
a way of life for them I can give you all the
“yes’ slips and tell them, but what more
can I do? I do suppose more staff would
help

¢ What about all the cheating 1n the work-
shop ?* we asked, and Mr Ebert, he didn’t
batan eyehd,  Sure there 15 cheating n the

* Petty thefts are common—some people working
here actually have a second job outside and get away
with 1t

workshops, not only of materal, but also of
time * I even know the people who are doing
1t regularly Kicking them out 13 another
powt though' Apparently, once everyone
1= made permanent, kicking him out 1s next to
impossible, unless you catch him red-handed,
which also 1s a forrudable task, unless Mr
Ebert buys humself a superspy outfit * I can
make the Central Worshops the best 1n India,
if only I can kick out half a dozen lazy men
But ' he flung out his hands in helpless-
ness You know the story about one bad
apple 1n the basket—which 1s why the Work-
shop 1s the wayitis.

Mr Ebert not bemng the kind of person
to duck questions, we could get into trouble
printing all hus replies  If you want to know
what else 1s wrong with the workshop, go and
see hum If you also want to know why we
have eight weeks of fitting, go and see hum.
After a small talk, you will come out
convinced that greatness begins with getting a
flat surface n one munute of fihng. Oh,
by the way, he wasn’t a Panzer tank com-
mander, he was only a small boy ducking
the Alliled bombs' When he goes mn 1973,
1t's going to be a sad day for those who want
to get anything done 1n the workshop—those
little * yes * shps will be gone with um ~ And
drillng a hole would be mpossible, Dear
Diro, take heed !

Dureep

itself upto accepting this while we are here,
there can be no reason atall to reject this

The Inter-Hostel Sports Meet evoked the
usual enthusiastic response—on the final day,
that 1s, when every extra man meant extra
vocal pressure on the Diro to get on with his
usual sequence of hush-blush-and-declare the
next day a holday Honestly when one
meandered on to the field on any of the other
days when the so called heats—they could
Just as well have tossed—iere bemng held,
one took quite some time to recall that we,
as has so often been stressed by Navzer, had
won the Inter-IIT Meet It was just amus-
ing until, when they had to press a hostel
attendant to take part in some event, 1t became
really pathetic I mean, not that one expect-
ed hordes om the track—who would like to
see the stadsum tumble down anyway i—but
surely more people must have known that
something was going on somewhere 1n the
campus

The glut of the Hostel Days 15 on and
people go around quite cheerfully, spending
the evening hobnobbing with those privileged
among the Staff and others Such as they
are, one adjures them to watch what they say
and do, because 1t 1s so, so easy to say and
do the wrong thing,

Kumag.

[Summer 1971

OF THINGS......

The Cultural Weck ¢ This really was the
year of gentlemanly behaviour Lscorts and
ushers thronged the joint and one felt really
glad that there was no dearth 1n the campus
of people who tould play the gracious host If
this  was 1 duct, one fdn"t
quite find the words to describe the gentle-
manly reception that the audience accorded to
all the partcipants  Except for stray charac-
ters—Ilike the one who vociferously msisted on
knowing why the conductor of the MCC
singing band wore a watstcoat—Navzer and
gang must be feeling thrilled and stunned

No description, of course, of the 1971
Cultural Week would ever pass for any thing
but hypocrisy without a fuw words—hasty,
perforce—on the much-debated Quiz pro-
gramme While 1t has  been umversally
acknowledged that this 1s one of the most
difficult events of the week, one can't quite
understand why the organmsers insisted on
calling a real character to conduct the whole
thing I mean, when a person gocs about
bunging insults at younger people—and that
too twmgly repeutive insults—and wants to
pass it off as a matter of style, then 1t 1s
hgh time people started thinking twice about
putting that person twice i a position where
he can do the bunging

One wouldn’t want to associate oneself
with any other comments made on any other
of the officials of the Weck All credits,
however, to those people to whom the credit
naturally goes, for having brought the whole
thing off 1 such scintillating fashion

The elections came and the elections went,
and besides a holiday did they leave behind
any traces of a dawnwng enlightenment ?
People kept their fingers crossed during the
counting—some cursed while others exulted
and one felt for a short time that this sense of
nvolvement was what should characterize the
honest citizen, After all only those deeply
attached or concerned will ever bother to take
sides with such vehemence and volubility

But, one wonders, is 1t really necessary ?
Is the fact that the lady n power seems
relatively unfettered now, really and truly
going to make the difference some think 1t
would? Even granted that megalomania was
a motive of a2 very few, while more mundane,
monetary reasons were the drving forces
of the wictorious parhamentarians, 1s the
fact that they are there going to alter the
fate of millions so drastically ?

The time has been reached when one has to
admit that we have deluded ourselves with
the belief that circum and happening
are absolutely irremovable under the control of
those at the top—those whom we, the know-
g ones, detest We have all the while been
living 1n a paradise which couldn’t quite
be characterized as one of fools but as that
of deliberately blanked out intellects {1s there
really that much of a difference ?), We have
been quite righteously assuming that what
one does as an individual—his zctions, his
words, hus code of honour~—have Iittle or no
effect at all on the passing stream of the world,
because we happen to have been born and have
10 exist 1n a country where that stream 1s
farrly jam-packed with our fellow-creatures,
whom we optimistically call ‘men’ And
thus with thus rather thread-bare cloak of
it-doesn’t-make-a-diff-anyway, we have reach.
ed a stage when we attribute all the 1lls of the
world—all 1ts so very many blemishes—to that
hated breed of politicians

One wouldn’t quite like to find oneself
beside that very red ' Mountains have been
moved before . > appeal that went around
the campus sometime ago, but the essence
of what one would like to convey 15 more
or less the same There s no salvation
which 1s not to be found 1 and achieved by
ourselves Whle the last thing one would
want 1s 2 mechanical uninvolved pursurt of all
that wvirtue which we would like to stock
ourselves with, a httle more dedication to the
things we do—wouldn’t hurt at all While
our defensive cynicism may not quite find

(Contd 1n col, 2)
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If you've had occasion to pause and stare
at a chubby golden-hatred Little cherub playing
o 2 patk 1 the campus, wondermng why that
face seerned so famibiar, it was probably
because of the grnn  It's the famous Zurn
Gnn  It's a proud family tradiuon, the
Zurn Gnn, and httle Jorg takes after hus
father, sauling all over, smiling Lke the very
dickens, smling fit to burst, smiling all
the time  The Iirtle Vadrasi Deutscher
plans to bea joker when he grows up, orat
least that's what one assumes when he says
google gah and locks nighty pleased about 1t

The Drs Zurn are speciahists in botany
and metallurgy from the umversities of
Hewdelburg and Stuttgart respectively, and T
guess you can make out which 15 which
But Vienna «neaks into the picture somewhere
and one presumes it has an important part in
the familv history  After a spell m India,
thev are back i the good old Vaterland
Frankfurt am Vlain 1s the stadt, and Prof
Zurn's new assignment s with Hoecsht  The
campus saw the last of the famous Dr Zurn’s
parues 1n March  And this ume it was auf
wiedersehen to the Zurns

India i gencral, and Madras n particular
has a powerful appeal for the Zurns and they
thoroughly enjoyed staving on campus or
wravelling just about everywhere m the sub-
contnent  Prof. Zurn could tell you a great
deal about India, her people and their customs,
that might surprise you he makes 1t a point
of being thorough in the background of any
place he wisits  The Zurns are immensely
interested in oriental culture Indian classical
dance 15 a pet enthusiasm of theirs and so
1s collecting obyets d art

The students and the Gymkhana know
Dr Zurn well — indeed  After being Staff
advisor to Campastimes for three years (in
which the rag got to be respected and respect-
able) he took over as Staff advisor to the
Laterary Commttee, and made a go of that
too  He has a flair for cooking up interesting
litle competitions  and  prediciably enough
they bore the generic name Zurns Comptti-
uons  The Dr {Mrs) Lurns Trophv for the
best ladv speaker 1n the Debate 15 a permanent
feature of the Cultural Week Competitions
The Gymkhana chappies are sull gloatng
over a sneszy tape recorder Dr Zurn
managed to wangle out of the Goirman
Government for us  We hike people who are
serious about getting things for us

In the techncal field too, Dr Zurn has
been remarkably acuve He put the Metallurgy

2

Department on the map as a concern of
some standing 1n the nattonal and interna-
tional fields The Indian Insutute of Welding
and a great many other professional groups
have reason to be grateful to Dr Zurn
Dr Zurn has no patience with people who
want to turn IIT Madras into 2 et book
unwersity That, m hus opmon would be
and 1s a terrtble calamity, and we, as students,
agree, not merely becausc we dishke text-
books Liatson with industry and close
study of industrral operation should be a
basic feature of techmical education, at least
i 1IT. We should have more Staff-members
with 1ndustnal expenence, which means, of
course, we should have more Staff-members
who know what they are talking about

11T owes a lotto Dr Zurn, for what he has
done for us and for the :deas he has put in
our heads  But perhaps we’ll remember him
most of all for the friendly grin and ready
handshake that proclaimed him Dr
Zurn  We hope the Zurns are very happy
in Deutschland  oh, they’re folks who'll
bubble oter with happiness anywhere I
have a call to make, if ever, whenever I land
mn Germany, and I am looking forward to it
Its rarely that one meets people like the
Drs Zurn — and Jorg

—PCV

marked, describes with jest his experiences as
a schoolboy 1n Dellu and that tnfamous
South India tour, complete with starvation
complex and the rest

One of the most striking aspects of his per-
sonality 35 his penchant or even the minutest
detail 1n any organisational work and a marked
inability 1o be senous about any matter un-
connected with this type of work A cup of
tea at might in Saidapet 1s the time for lim to
come down to othcr pressing problems  with
ik about the lost generation, meaning us,
and the several rcady-made remedies he has
for saving 1t Like a complete breakdown of
the cducational system  The daz/ling edifice
(reconstructed) he presents to you really
1akes your breath away

In tune to come he will undoubtedly ot
around larger tables drinking tea and talking
politics with hus friends but there will always
rematn about him an aura not only of autho-
rty, but also ot clegance, which has always
mmpressed us as beyond the reach of a mere
morta)

R PARTHASARATHY
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Ramu, the Little-Big
Guy of IIT

BUNDLE
OF
ENERGY

Walk into any decent-sized binge, happen-
ing anywhere in Madras, and you will find
Ramu bossing around thire Actually, that
was a bit of an exaggeranon Ramu doesn’t
walk mto any show, only the ones he can walk
mto  Folks, mecet V Ramakrishnan, Ramu for
s friends, and Secretary Ramu for the
NGOs of the Institute

Secretary Ramu ?  Yes, ever since he en-
tered this joint 1n ’66, as one of those
Mohammed Nassir1 types—short and squat—,
Ramu has been making 1t to the big shot
ganfg year after year  First, he shanghaied his
co-freshers into voting hum 1n as the G Sec
of Jamuna Hostel, and the most distinguished
career In organiZatton i the history of IIT
was launched He came to be known as the
guy wha can get things done period  Since
that was the crying need of the day, Ramu had
no trouble at all in performmg the umque feat
of being the G Sec ot his hostel for three
years in successson  (Doesn’t say much for
hss hostel mates, I guess) He soon found
out that he was more popular with the bus
dnivers, conductors, watchmen and sweepets
and the like than the students He pad a

pretty heavy price for this, his mess bills
were fantastic

What with his tender relationships with
everything 1n the Institute, entiies and non-
entittes, movable and immavable The Gym-
khana guys started leaning heavily on Ramu
to get ‘thwigs done”  Pays to have a boss,
sometimes  Well, there was such a mad
scramble for this commodity that Ramu could
only muster up enough breath to say, < Okay,
yar Illdow,’ and do 1t No wonder the
great unwashed fell for Ramu, especially the
ume when he, having filed his nommation for
Laterary Secretary, decided to back out m
favour of his opponent, and just managed
to lose, 1n spite of campaigning for his opponent
with nussiopary fervour and zeal The 5-6
break-up showed that the campagn could not
beless convineing, in the light of Ramu’s pre-
vious record

The Carnival held i "jo was an all-round
Ramu affar He was never to be found 1n
classes during those two months , he managed
that pretty well, by making his professors
slog along with him Ramu 1s known to have
had certain volatile affairs with some members
of the staff during this period and 1n the
subsequent months  Being the man he 1s, he
has come out unscathed

Ramu has a passion for huking  After his
South India tour on two wheels he can just
as well write ‘The Ballad of the Bearded
Hero,” if only he can stop talking about it and
get down to writing 1t Ramu whose resem~
blance to pirates of yore couldn t be more

(Contd tn col 2)
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If 1t’s nmot mowies, 1t’s grub, 1f it's not
Pudukottas, 1t's grub , if 1t's not hus desire to
be a Chartered Accountant, 1ts grub  That’s
Rajaram whose dimensions testify to his love
for grub But don’t make 2 mistake
Rajaram 1s a born vegetarian (‘including
eggs') gourmet  Taptn Hostel 1s indeed
blessed with a Mess Secretary having taste

Raja 1s 5' 9 36257 tall (with shoes), 72
kgs when weighed n air, 144 cms round
the waist, with an eternally dislocated shoulder
(which one 1) More about this shoulder
later

Five years ago a certain obese (he’s touchy
about this word) igure made hys mark as an
outstanding batsman at IIT Madras He
scored a century on hus first appearance
Ramgopal Sharma then remarked ‘The fat
guy has got uming yar!’ But Raja could
not continue for long  Just a year before he
had dsslocated a shoulder while playing tennis,
1t seems the ball and socket did not see eye
1o eye  The doc forbade him from playing
cracket  There ended Raja’s career as a
cricketer  He 15 proud that he has the best
batting average at IIT Madras—r109 00 to b
exact The news of unfortunate Rajas
unfortunate shoulder reached the ears of all
unfortunate [ITians _Except Raja, everybody
felt sad  Tut tut  For Raja the sentimenta-
Ity was hilarious  When some chap greeted
our man with 2 tap on his shoulder, a
vociferous Raja would yell, *Ouch! My
shoulder > A thousand ~ sorrys later Raja
would quietly say, ‘Doesn’t matter yar, 1t’s
the other shoulder’ He has tried this stunt
on everv character he 15 aware of,, to-day,
nene of s friends know which shoulder 1s

affected

Rajaram’s remarkable sense of humour 1s
mdisputable A scinullating character he 1s
full of retorts and corments and crack jaws

One day Raja deesded to shm (no joke,
that) A marathon task was 1in the offing
He decided to run, every mommng, to Ga
and back. He did it, almost  Accerding to

Raja he would run all the way to Taramam
House (from Tapu), trot up to Kaveri, only
to decide that he would start anew next
motning It continued for 15 days wheh Raja
found that somethung went wrong with thss
theory He had gained an addiuonal 31b !
He gave 1t up and was upset over the
mdigestion  he had for the next fortrught.
When remunded of his *only’ failure 1n bfe,
Raja retorts, ‘Look, I know how to run and
when to run I have stayed in Calcutta for
three years’

Talking of music Raja 1s no tyro  One
mrust listen to the grotesque variations of
tone and sound when Raja lets loose his
larynx, even when not having his regular
bath  Music, any language, any type, 15
Rajas better half (at present)  He 1s a
Karnatak Music fanauc * Where 15 Sunon
and Garfunkel before Semmangud: ?°

Raja’s acting talent was recently exposed
when he danced to a * Naam Moovar * number
on the OAT ‘I sweated 1t out more than
the Social Sec I’

Rajaram insists on attending all lecture
classes which have humour He still re-
collects that Jong ago one gertleman sad,

«§in=1 r_
Siix = "Sin x
Raja did not miss any of the other classes
taken by this gentleman He did benefit
The gentleman informed the class, ¢ You see,

= Cos x’

in the term de dx, being small, can be

neglected ’

Academucally, Rajaram  hopes to stand
first at least in Electrical (Power) If you
haven't met Rajaram you must meet this
buoyant personality , but pray don’t telt him
your grades  It’s humihating  On the other
hand you’ll find him to be one of the few

mtelligent and convavial chappies around
the place

A GopaL,

KID STUFF—-IL

On Essays

In school, mnowunt uxl wninitiated 10 the
more subtle forms of prowst such as the
gherao, the bresking of furmiture, the burming
of the schoel (with or without the teaclung
staff locked mside) one mercdy acquiesced to
the Lnghsh lecturer s bidding of wrniung a
10 page cssay on the rcasons for the twlurc
of Lskimos 10 reict to fluctuations m ¢he price
of stee) shares on Wall Strect One did as onc
was told “ Ours 15 not to question why, ete

Not so anymorc Students have bewn
progressing , matching every stride n the
march of science with once that thinks up
new ways of having to cvade the <xtra work
brought about by the incxorable march of

stince  And they have been gutting pro-
gressively violent tn ther means  School-
masters, meanwhile, have becn  getting

proportionately docile in thur manner  The
evil ghat in thar eyes which once spoke
volumes regarding the dire punishment onc
would recetye if the assignment was not
submutted on time has now been replaced by
a Jook of submns;on, almest of pleading

As a result, fow students nowadays can
recall when they Jast condescended to scribble
a4 few paragraphs, and gne the fimshed
product the flattering title, * An Esgay

As soon as one 18 old enough to begin the
momentous task of writing an essay the
mevitable first topic 13 ‘My Dog’ or a
sumilarly phrased title on some other member
of the Darwin lincage In which case the
writer begins to pour out hes fond feclings
for his four-footed furry friend, whosc name
18 usually cither Mot or Fido, depending
on whether he {the writer, not the dog) has
been brought up in a patrrotically Indian or
a fashionably Anglo-Indian atmosphere

If one 1s fortunate enough not to be hicssed
with one of those stowauays from Neah's Ark,
one usually wntes on the happicr faccts of
childhood—* A Picmic* or * A Holiday  80%,
of the essays (the influence of today's
statistically minded world 1s obvious) begin
¢It was a brght sunny morning when my
frsend Suresh supgested we go for @ prenic
Liking the idea, we got out our bicycles’,
etc etc OR it one prefers to dwell on the
mntricacies of going on a hohday ' My exams
had just fimshed, and having done well, I
was ina gay mood And when my father
told me that we would be gong to Naim Tal
for the vacation, my happiness knew no
bounds*® The innocent plcasures of childhood
are evident  Little does the little dea- know
about the growing number of haspital beds
being occupied every year, what with people
falt:ng 1n the lake, getting run over on the
roads, or getting ulcers and heart attacks
thinking about the expenditure incurred on
hohidays n Nam Tal Ignorance, as they
say, 1s bliss

At some stage 1n one’s essay-writing career,
one usually comes across an essay with a
‘trick’ ending  After dwelling for pagcs on
the manner in which a gang ot unscrupulous
criminals has been hounding him, the wrner
finally comes to the scene where he s
standing at the edge of a chif with the wrbul.
ent sea pounding on the rocks hundreds of
feet belaw, and the leader of the gang (whose
name usually 1s Scasface) 15 slowly advancing
with a knife mn his hand That the blade
glints wickedly i the moonlight 1s, of course,
taken for granted ‘The atmosphere s supposed

to be electric, the tension unbearsble And
then comes the inevitable anti-climax,
‘and 1 woke up’, leaving the rcader

fervently wishing that Scarface had done haim
1, and 1n a switably gruesome manner

Then there 1s the other surprise cnding
It goes like this  * The Diwali Essay-Writing
Compctition  was drawing near I was
determined to enter and, if possible, win a
prize  How happy my parents would be |
But I could not think of a topic to write on
Days went by, the big day drew nearer, and
I stll hadnt wntten anything But then
on that very day, I suddcnly discovered I
had written an essay And thus 151t 7 Talk
about slick punch lines! One ¢an almost
mmagine the blast of trumpets that accompanies
the final exclamation marks | And 1t warms
one’s heart thinking of the writer's happy
parents, and of the bliss that descends on
the connubial hearth when the Headmaster
announces that the boy has won the coveted
prize.

(Continued on page 7)
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THIS OLD MAN CAME
ROLLING HOME -

Oude was  ddmatin - \nd a speaial one
it that teo  Tor he was the only living dog
on earth who had to wear gold-rimmed spectac-
tes and display a vdhet bow-tie  Besides
thts he was 1so acclaymed to be a learned
profussor of homimid psychology, known for
s brllnt field experiments on a certam
class of creatures called human betngs collec-
iy In other words, he could clam to be
the best friend of man

Hjs antma) interest rangvd over an enorm-
ous variety of subjects  When the melodious
cacophony of pup music was the epicentre
of the swinging dog soctety, he bounded
mio the middle of things, enthusiastic as a
sport-hound  His endorsement of the quality
ot music consisted of one car cocked up like 1
starched hiandhercheef and one responsive
mocassin-encased paw pattering an apprecua-
tive tattoo on hinoleum floor ot his modurnized
kennel  He would occasionally give ent
to the primitive upsurges of biclogical rhythm
in spurts o} trenzied birking which thrilted
the countryside 1o a few degrees helow nor
mal  Sometines, when the dormant spirtt of
the ancestors stirred v his basom  he would
point s muzzle pohitely at the full glory
of the moon and howl a sonata or two  But
for ali thus, he was a restrained, undemonstra-
tive gentlemanly dog, @ respected social doge
worher holding the post of chasrman m the
kennel council and that of magistrate mn the
poodle court Sometimes he even went to the
noble extent of hickingup a farr amount ofdust
with us hind feet to show hus indolent neigh-
bour mongrels the dignity of hard work  He
had pedigree that he could stretch for a few
vards, and he was proud to mention this fact
whenever he struck any new acquaintances,
especially glamorous lady -spaniels

Oxide, one mav say, 1s a rather combustuible
name for a dog, but therc was justification
for this chemecal wle As a juvemle, he
happened to saunter away from the watchful
eyes of mother dog 1nto a chemustry lab, in
search of a bone to bite to A primary
compulsion of nature, one may conclude, but
then, a certamn young scientist deaided to
burn magnesium ribbon in close proximity to
the young ntruder, thereby bestowing on the
surface of all dalmtions of future generations
those leopard spots of carbon  Oxide happen-
ed to be one of the products of that
momentous experiment.

Growing up 1nto a scholarfy academician,
the boyhood incident that passed for his

christening remained firmly embedded 1n those
chambers of his memory (which accumulate
small emotions of ammosity and produce
a variety of unusual repercussions throughout a
dog life) and ulttmately he chose to wreak
vengeance on the class of scienufic creatures
who think nothing of plunging syringes con-
tamung substances worse than hemlock mnto
nmud rabbits, and who study the reproductive
cycles of infected guinea pigs kept 1n glass
containers on  atrocious diets Oxide was
soon obsessed with the ambition of bringing
everyone of these fiddlers under a general
court martial For lus weapon, Jus acute
ammal nstinct converged upon the deadly
field of psychology

This old man, he plays ore, he plays
havoc on my deum

Within a few years, the professor was squat-
tng complacently in the lumelight of ssrwus
His studies on the responses to stunuli of
a class of mammals which were classified
as homo-sapiens 1 biology books, formed a
sertes of tests beginnmng with the famous
bone capacttance level screen In thrs study,
the human spectnen was asked to sink his
teeth into a bone of krown dimenstons, and
then, to pencil all his thoughts on paper for
a period of several hours Then the most
canicular pair of words was selected from
these, multiplied by the diameter of the bone
divided by the total number of hours and
so on until st all boiled down to the ossicular
coeffictent  which determined the degrec of
doggedness of specimen number 7302
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This old man, he plays two, he plays
havoc on my shoe

The second step 1n the process was called
the radical leash confining index, where
1 vollar was rammed round the nech of the
human specimen and he was riquested to go
down on all fours, strumng on a thick rubber
leash  Meanwhaly, arecorder documented his
responscs to a standard questionnaire on his
houschold activstics, while a pressure gauge
abulated the tunstan readings of the leash
Finally all the obsirvations were ncatly par
celled into a natural logarithm which indicated
the social sensitiveness of the creature under
study

This old man, he plays three, he
plays havoc on my knee

The thyird part of the study was the flame
hurdle transition degrec  Here, the human
vicum was first mjected with a dose of 2
hallucinogenic drug called psilocybin and then
forced to leap through a loop of tirc while the
pattern of hus pulse was relayed to a computer
‘The degree of nerve stress, which was manu.
factured from the volume of drug added tw
the pulse readings and the tangent of the angle
of the leap, gave the irntability factor of the
spuecimen

This old man, he plays four, he
plays havoc on my score

Step four was known as the salivation reflex
identity modulus  bevera) savoury dog dishes
were «xiubited tantahzingly to the human
subject, after he had been sufficiently starved
for a few weeks A yellow flash signal was
bhinked into the retina of the man while the
volume of saliva which this appetizing  display
produced was noted  Later, the professor he-
camu 1he fisst dog to discover the fact that o
mere yellow signal was enough to produce the
same mimpact as the dish  The temperature of
the broth used, the frequency of the l]%h[ sig-
nals gave the associative dish value for the
particular vicum  Thus test, called the oxida-
tion proof, 1s as common 1n psychology as
fingerprinting 1s 1 crime studics

This old man, he plays five, he
plays havoc on my lfe

The final and most crucial stage was the
fifth test called the absolute moment of mus-
cular inertia  The human was kept under
strict surveillance for three days in an atmos-
phere of nitrogen and argon 1o the ratto 3+ ¢
On the fourth day, he was extracted from the
cabin 1n a state of rigor morus and subjected
to extensive dissection and moderately dis-
embowelled while the flexibility of his tissues
underwent a nigorous exammation Next, the
various scattered portions of his anatomy were
preced together at random under ultra-violet
hight and his bram was resuscitated with
an electric shock, of known voltage When
the specimen was fully awakened, he was
delhivered to the reserve cell for further
1nvestigations

This old man, he plays hell, he
plays bavoc very well

Throughout the course of these experimen-
tal tests, the professor was the presiding
officer However, he never indulged 1n domi-
neering tactics, like snasling, to shake his
human subject to the roots of their vertebrae
On the contrary, he would squat on Ms
haunches formally and grin at the grimacing
subject encouragingly while patting hum
otcasionally on the head with a padded paw,
adding now and then, a sympathetic whune
for good measure In fact, so successful
were hus diabolical efforis that he was moved
to the extent of providinga few dog biscuits to
some of the creatures that sat up to beg
for 2 bite in the middle of some gruellng test
But, as the professor jotted down data i
a personal dossier for each specimen, his
tail would flutter with ynmense 10¥, and 1t was
all he could do to restran  himself from
barking like a banshee

Oxide soon clinbed to the scientfic
ptanacle, and his works came to be recognised
by mtelligent philosophic dogs zall over the
world Human creatures, who had so fong
been regarded solely as domestic pets and
potential sources of rabies were rased to a
bigher pedestal and viewed with a new awe

(Contsnuad from page 6)

As the boy grows up, though, and comes
under the influence of writers such as Agatha
Chrisue, Lrle Stanley Gardner and James
Hadley Chase, his  wriing undergoes &
siular not-so-subtle change  Wetcrs n thuy
field come under two mamn  categories
those who prefer the cfforts of ¢ the hitle
grey cells® of sleuths such as Hercule Potrot,
and those who advocate the more violent
methods of the characters i Chase novels.

Others prefer science fiction, 1n which there
18 much scope for thewr imaginative talents
*The little green men with pointed cars and
the purple antenmac sticking out of their
foreheads, stepped out of the fiying saucer,
which fantly resembled Howard Hughes®
county viila  They walked towards me, each
onc clutching what was obviously a double-
barreled, sawed-off, hypersomic laser gun
The one who was evidently thess leader came
upto me and said in a high-patched squeal
* Take me to your leader’ From which 1
assumed they were Mactians'  One’s imagioas
tion really blossoms inte full bloom, 1t runs
amuck, that is

With the passing of time, a student outgrows
tus and passes nto the tellectual phase,
He churns out a httde poetry, and various
ssays with enigmatic titles  * Thoughts on a
‘Weeping Willow’, * On Writing”®, etc

Blank versc 1s impressive, and 15 usually
endowed by the recader with a wealth of
hidden meansng  Take this one

Looking at the sky
Obscrving

Hopwg

Walking on the highway
Reading the blazing sun
Searching for a meaning
Looking for a sign—
Existenttalism

(The verse took about forty seconds mn all
to concetve, and, I must admat, 1n all modesty,
false or otherwise, that 1t sounds 1mpressive )

Then one starts reading a little politics
The Iittle-read politscians and eaders are oft-
quoted  Some are inspired by Spiro Agnew’s
‘ mattering nabobs of negativism’ and write
essays 30 full of antguated and abominable
alliterations and aggravate and appall the
already apoplectic reader

A few progress to the literary or 1o the
high-intellectual stage They are referred to
as  pseudo-ntellectuals An  example of
¢ high-intellectualism ‘Existence  exista,
does this therefore preclude the omnipotence
of an ommiscient and omnipresent Bemng ?
Would 1t not, therefore, in the context of

porary philasophical thought, be wiser
to avoid denigrating the schizophrenic, even
m the unlikely event of advocating hydropha-
bia? The answer 1s an emphatic NO !’
The Heavens tremble, and on 2 more maortal
plane, the walls quiver as the pseudo casts
his unwanted opinion on an unwary world,

Some make 3t big, some don’t the
mnnocence ends here  So does this essay on
Juveniie writing

Sunm.

Expectant females were practically worshupped
by all members of the dog community, since
new addrtions to the human fold could pro-
vide the vital supply necessary 1o foster
the new of 1 exper 1010
Breedmng of these ammals 1n specially equip-
ped human forms developed mto a scrence
itself, and innumerable dogs of high literary
standing reeled off books on the subject
by the dozen Tt was even noticed that
the species were rapidly approaching extinc-
tion, and special measures for conservation
were brought into force, wmcluding a rule
which permitted selective cannibalism

Meanwhile the aged and wizened professor
was contemplating on matters of the spint
an the secluded retreat of tis favourste kenne)
His nostrils could still 1dentify spoors with
astounding accuracy, though even the bifacals
did but httle to maintain his vision  The last
the world knew of hum was that he had been
assassinated by a rebelhious horde of mad
humans

This old man came rolling home.
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EDITORIAL

So, we are at it agam, you and I, com-
muntcaung through this sanctihed columm, the
editorial 1 hus time 1t 15 gomng to be farewell
ind goodbye, simce the ofhice and I arc not
raally mfatuated with cach other anymore
It was an enjoyable experienCe, communicat-
g with you, especially smee [ do muost of the

talking

- - L)
his semester was a crowded affair, what
\VIR goug-on like the Culturil Week In-
sutute Day followng sutt one after the other,
making ore drerd the dull routinc that v
usual on such occasions It 18 our curse that
there 1s a singular lack of 1magmation 1n
whatever we do, ind the immediate urgency
of the situation, the nced to do something
fast before this tawdriness gets the better ot
us, has hardly been felt And whatever
imagination that has been mvested 1 the
proceedings gets prompuy dubbed s being
tasteless and pscudo and so on It 1 ume
we broke 1nto a quich trot in such affarrs and
bwmlt a mce spaced-out scene

L] L4 *

Here’s a Spartan worth getung famihiar
with He says ‘Too far to walk’ to his
Professor who 1s cribbing about his wrregula-
nty He s the hero of John Hersey s novel
of the same utle, and many of us here would
gwe Hersey’s hero a run for his money Too
far to walk, 1s right as the sigmificant, yet
controllable, cpidemic of absentceism pre-
valent on campus would show  The reasons,
if any ought to be examuned at great length
and one should definitely improve upon the
present sure fire remedy of the Establishment
One can qute understand the stand of these
anty heroes  Perhaps the teachers are too
brusque in the world of manners, or they
are understandably smug mn the academucs,
or both Which makes classes as interesting
as a paralysed hag It stands to reason that
people should not be forced to do what they
are unwilling to do, if no great harm 15 1
volved The present three fourths rate 15 a
cruel promuse to extract in this age, 1mposed
by administrators who are, on prnciple,
agamst it One cannot really fathom the
mystenies of such a contradiction, but thus
wise ‘rock’ saymg holds good for all
Freedom tastes of rtahiy

L]

This might still be the least read column
m this magazine, but it has a tremendous
impact on one, Just getting down to the
bustness of wriung what will probably be one’s
last editorial ever

For, after all, 1t 1s not often that one 1s
called upon to edit 2 magazine, even one as
Campastimes, but 1t 1s not sentimentahity
alone that counts As we were m the throes
of quasi-journalism, this bizarre combina-
tion of stramed humour, unsubtle statements
and smngularly uninteresung news, we, the
creators of this magazine, were at a lass to
know whether brilhance, or salience mattered
We still are  But the picture seems a hint-
fess musty how having brought out three
1ssues and almost done with the fourth,
objects of highly significant irrelevance all,
we realise that we are addressing a poetically
just audience Lake any conglomeration of
Iiterates, they have their intelhigent and
mediocre entties If the eyes of these
mediocre men are geared to read mediocre
stuff wnitten by mediocre people, then brilli-
ance wouldn’t get us anywhere And oddly
cnough, the intellectuals are curiously stuck
up, unable to do anything that might save the
situation and revive our honour  Of course,
apart from the few odd horrors who are
ambitious enough to rail Campastimes, there
are others, who, 1 these apocalyptic times,

FHI WAIL Of THLC GUILD

Ot late
‘There s been a spate
Ot bald pates
In 1IT
Mutts
With clean shaven nuts
Have caused a glut
In the market
Barbers too are men |
Tha too need tood and water
Sholter irom the sun, a fow luxunes,
Marrge and may be a duughter
Let hattiers thrive |
No once decrics
The rush for therr merchandise
But gentlemen,
Do kecp some cash
Tor the barbers, least a fow paise
Down with Che !
1 say agun
DOWN WITH CHE |
F1c on his ma,
Fi on lus pa,
I'ie on his burthday !
A lot of men because of hum
Have started to boycott
The blade and rizor with a whim
To grow 1 goatee for & start
The stove 1s off, their kids a-crying,
Their tummies too unfed
Barbers of the land are dyng,
For want of water and bread
We too are men !
We cannot be
Calm when others say,
¢ Let the barbers die,
Let the barbers die,
Let them go  Amen '’
The ime has come,
Like the walrus said,
To speak of many a thing
Of the whims and fancies of all men
And the ruin that they bring !
With razors drawn
And mirrors 1n hand
Charge Oh! Dear Barbers'
Shave the earth of these rebels
And the ones who these do harbour !
BARBERS OF THE WORLD
UNITE!
THIS 1S THE CALL OF ACTION !
ACT NOW for redress and for fame
And victory 1n our fight

A, SANKARAN

Best of luck
in the Exams
and . . . ..

have no imagination, no pomnt of view, as
John would have said  They live like price-
less nothings, smug in the security of thewr
upper middle-class upbringing, and of this
bourgeo:s institution, and 1t 1s their sient
hostilty, their super-ego, that chokes up any
creative effort, good or bad, on campus
How far can a magazmne get, if 1t 15 aban-
doned by the intellectuals, blasted by the
mediocre, and left at the strange mercy of
these nowhere men ?

These, thep, are the imitations Campas-
times has always been compromised for the
sake of the average taste of the great unwashed,
which 1s not saying much for either But
stdl, the reports from outside, from readers
whose tastes have been convemently left
unquestioned, ndicate that it 1s readable
Just barely May be 1t passed the mark from
above a few times, but 1t has always had thus
aura of respectability, however, shocking the
wits out of 1ts Editorial Board Which takes
Ieave of you when the gomng 1s good

Nothing like a modified cliché for a past-
g shot

It was a great job-———almost

{Summer 197!

T*E*I*A*A*W*A*L*I*D*A*

Ot late, the Roaming Lvangelist has becn
playing hell in these piets He descendeth
furtively, with his dog, on people who believe
1 domg their own thing  Never mind what
he does with them ¢ cause you never know
for sure There are times onc [caves the ses
sion utterly baffled, converted, tamed or just
amused , he causes sucha variety of reactwons
1n people whom he uncounters, and entertains
Sometimes he 15 hot so subtle and the mimeo-
graph guts the better of him  This umc, the
reactions are not so varied, and Delthi Avenuc
watches in silent harmony,

10-30 tn the mght As the zero hour
draws ncar the dog flappetn st8 ears Its
master 15 busy watching the crystal ball
What's this world come to? Hc sees three
ladies sitting 1n the stadium, three guys return-
ng from a party, and cxactly cight guys scrap-
ping with the Watch & Ward Wl s to0
late for the last mentioned now  So puts his
faith on the good old secunity force and weads
his way to the stadium

The conversation, 1 oelteve, runs usually
hke this

RL Hello, Iittle gals, who arc you?
(Ttter, titter)

You mean Jow are you ?

RE NO I say, who areyou?®
We are fine, thank you

RE Well, I know who you are
Good for you

RE It's 1m your own
Because
You mean you know who we are, in

our own interest ?
Dads, you got 1t all mixed up

RE Qut foolin’, will ya? You know 1t
ain’t safe to roam around here
Look who's talking !

RE Could 1t be that I'm mistaken ?
Tell me, who you are, and your class
and your Roll No
We are the inmates of the only bloom-

ing hostel that can house us  Can’t
you figure that? And mamly, we
are grown-ups

REh Want till your old man gets wind of
this

The dog barks wviolently, meaning
it 1s futile mission with these girls
anyway, what with the party crowd,
sauntering down the road, having a
little fun and games And duufully,
they sing ¢ Tommy, can you hear me ?’
to the dog, while 1ts master crouches
majestically behind

RE s that the way to walk on the road ?

¥t sure does work

(At this pomnt, the clever one in the
crowd disguises himself by removing
lus glasses )

RE What was that agamn
drunk ?

No, sir

RE Of course, you’re drunk

Hey, that’s funny You don’t look
double,

We re damn sure we aren’t

RE You bet youare You didn’t deny
1t until T accused you of at
That's pinched from Catch-22

RE Never mind that one I want all
three of you 1n my office tomorrow
Whatever for ?

RE Comeand I'll let you know I'll
let your Daddy know  I’ll let every-
body know It might do you some good
Oh, Papa

Maybe this is a fantasized version, but such
antics can hardly be justified The fact 1s,
we are all grown up and fully equipped for
Iife, etc, and people who want to protect us
by proclaiming, ¢ Up the starrs and into bed,’
every mght, had better realise that And
bringing 1n the old man wouldn’t help any
‘We have more respect for people who think as
individuals than for those who think on behalf
of Institutions  Finally, just 1n case anybody
thinks the wnlderness and beauty of thus
yungle wil [ast, the notice shows them other
facets of hife

Like, man, the Establishment 1s ahive and
well and hiving 1n Delhi Avenue.

interest

are you

N.K
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Down to the hnal msue at Jast, 1 sigh and
this grant encumbrance I~ truly off my back
Campastimies Was, 15 nd will ways be the
Edutorial Board s magazine sath a pitving out-
sidet » actele or two nd a myyor change ot
such policy, I'have discovered, 15 impossible
Answers for an article drnve ringe from the
cymucal, Ah, that lousy xag o the un-
assulable  But I con’t wute ' So the heat
goes on ull somcone finally becomes tired of
my presence and says, Okay maybe to-
morrow *  Lihe Alce said, the only way to
bring about change 1s to start a lundry
business

In retrospect—1f you can allow any retro-
specting over three 1ssues—it wasn't a bad
year for Campastimes More peopk read
more ot the magazine , more important people
read a htile more of the magazine, so that its
semt-notorious, semi-distinguished  editors
will not be forgotten 1na hurry We got
ourselves censored’ for the first time in
hastory (how abaut a medal for that, Ed ?)
and managed to raise a bit_of rumpus about
the Fuim Club The Co-op stoves—my
maiden cffort at the Establishment—was
closed but that was just comcidence A couple
of communists came and congratulated me 1n
spite of m)y saying my article wasn’t a plag
for commumsm  Maybe evervone just reads
alterpate hines. By the way, was you fum
Joe ?

On the con side, with all our efforts, we
have just barely touched the surface in attempt-
g t rouse public 1nterest Only three
people wrote about our educational system
and when you realize there are eighteen
hundred people on campus it senough to make
one sit and bawl Public interest 1s a fancy
tale n IIT The only interesting theorv I
have come across as to why it 1S so is that
people here have too much security Ajob s
assured for 999, of the graduates, so everyone
Just bides hus tume and lcoks the other way if
he doesn’t like something, so he can pass out
with as httle ado as possible and hive happily
ever after Only when the student sees
starvation 1n the face, 1s he going to wake up
and fight

CULTURAL WEEK

Even though this 1s an yearly affaw, the
compulsion to write about 1t 13 irresistible
This year’s Cultural Week was the worst
organized ever and no sadist hke me1s going
to let anything like that pass without comment
Munor wars were fought on the sidelines—
between Secretaries—and  with  half the
Ententainment Commuittee dissociauing  stself
from the other half, the sidelires proved far
more interesung that the entertainment Call-
1ng that entertanment sounds like Hitchcock’s
dea of a yoke My sympathy lies with the
Judges who had to actvally keep looking at
the proceedings Thanks must go to the Leo
club for the significant noise reduction at the
OAT The noise-makers were all at the
Canteen

CAMPASTIMES

Simon Shrugged

“1um 1 rock,' 1 sing
I un mn nland
And 1 do not belive
Running screuming trom myself
i myrind dircctions
Think clcirly now ol s not last
ull you are dead I amend
Incongruous dulogue tiltering through—
*You are freq, depressed one, rejoice
I would be wirm though my cloak
were of melincholy
1 would thait I were loved
ind could lorce 10 return
41 ook out your window, friend,
a world lies out there
1 look and I do not sec
*Play that Iinc again
1 touch unfeclingly
And ~o you se I've come to doubt, I
sing
¢ All that I once held true’
And T belicve 1n a burst of clanty

THL SLEQULL

1 hey came tor me i the smatl

hours of the morning

so no one would know

No, Ismd *It's all nght

a Iittle off my huad’

Don t make mc dead
They looked at each other and

smiled thew knowing smiles
before they put me away

I'm just

CasH

OH FOR A MATE!

Oh, for a mate !
Or at least a date |
A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse
cried the king
Well ! Every one has hs feush !
For me,
In thus state,
A mate of a date
So the sighs—for a mate or a date.
Who wants cheesecake ?
Ido So do many others too
Delectable, quite true
But what can you make
Qut of two dimensions ?
Agog and 1n such tension
Hence I again mention
The need of a mate
Or a date
A SANKARAN

THE GYMKHANA

The Gymkhana, goes a daft definition, 1s
a vague, undefined body which the Staff, at
umes claim 15 a student-body or, at other
tumes claim 1s a Staff student body, depend-
ing on the switability of the occasion

‘ Things must change,” say the students, but
what all the Secretaries wind up doing 1s having
Gymkhana teas and chasing girls  The fault,
obviously, lies neither with the Staff nor the
Secretarics but the vagueness which rests
around what power the posts carry  The first
thing that must be dones to define the posts—
flexibility 15 ridiculous when there 1s nothing
to be flexible with Only when there 1s
power, will the IIT Staff stop looking down
on Gymkhana as some kind of a joke the
students have perpetrated on the Staff,

This year, 1t seems that an attempt 13 being
made to change the election system, the latest
being that all Gymkhana Secretaries will vote
for the coveted posts wstead of only the
concerned Committee  Though this 1s a step
for the better, 1t 1s really nothing much The
Gymkhana General Secretary’s post must be
2 one man-one-vote selection, if the Staff
were to regard him as a representative of the
whole student-body  If politics don’t play a
part 1n hostel elections, why should 1t when
the Institute goes to the polls? The authorities
must at least give us one chance to see if we
can keep 1t clean  Next year, man!

DuLeep,

THE INSEPARABLE
ONES

A wise guy on Nature  Whenany reasontble
man stinds on a Ionely hull and keeps garing
at a distant objcct like a tree a crow or
another full  he will be enraptured  He
fuses 1ato nature and 1t forms a part of him
Word gocs around that they arc inseparable
It intngues him and baflfles him  (If you
find no connection between this and the
story, we advise you to read it again)

*Our campus has intercsting  fauna,
repeatedly assert the Director, DD, Work
shop-Superintendent and a host of other
persons, all of them keen lovers of Naturc

True, may be, st contasns deer, partndge
jungle fowl (refcr 1o the Institwie Calendar)
humans, guardsmen (Night mara  Secures
Secures Asian spccies  For further reading
we suggest ' 1 he Secunity Officer ' by Smith)
and finally we, the IITians To any out
sider, the idea of being a spectator to the
twittering of the rare birds, and the wild glec
one finds so often n this sancturary 1s an
epicurean one

This happened in the office for the Pres-
crvation of Wild Lafe, in which my uncle 15
a big shot They are extrumely happy, ht
1nsysts, because the ammals are happy  But
he grows instantly sober and then almost
melancholy when he says, * But the IIThans
are not as happy as they should be He
further adds, ‘They are dull, umnteresting
and politically dumb  (The last revelation
was sensational, the papers grew excited and
accused the CIA of trying to subvert the
Indsan youth )

So, a year ago, he was ordered to enquire
into the sad state of affairs, but he arnived
here only last Monday He moved into the
Diros office and asked him ghbly, ‘Pray,
what 18 the rcason for all this sadness ?”

Diro shook his head, gave his usual broad
smile, and rephed non-commuttally, ‘Well,
we hardly ever notice 1t° My uncle who
expected a grotesque and exciting answer
withdrew and bumped into the Security
Officer The Giant said n reply, ‘Sad?
Who 1s sad ¢ Nobody 1s mad !’

Tired, exasperated, he spcaked mto the
Canteen and asked a Senior Professor over a
cup of coffee, ‘ Why arc these people so
mrthless, dull and uninteresting **

The Professor replied in his usual evasive
style ‘Mind you, 1t may seem paradoxical,
but the most unwmiteresting can be the most
interesting,” and smiled 1n praise of his own
wit when he said, ‘To a psychiatrist, you
know !”

Startled, our well wisher hopped out of the
place and pulled his nerves together He
would have succeeded, had his gaze not
fallen upon the theme of this episode, the
IITian. Cautiously he approached him and
tried to interrogate him 1n a very low tone
‘The other looked round and grunted, * Sick,
shut up '’ and after a thoughtful pause
shouted, ‘ Scram ]’

Qur friend crashed to the callous road It
took a full hour for hum to recover and then
he found the pious figure of the Registrar
bending over him and whuspering, ¢ Why do
you rake your brains ? They have not become
unhappy suddenly By Nature they are like
that ’

My uncle shuddered innocently when the
registrar said, * The periodical 1s a part of
him ’, and added nochalantly, *And he 1s a
part of the periodical ’

NareNDRA NATH

..... Happy
Holidays!
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GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT

*Presenced on the Insttute Twelfth Annual Day,
March z0th 1971

Dr Reddy, Mrs Reddy, Ladies and

Gentlemen,

The main um ot the Gymkhana has been
to promote e\tra curricular actinaties and
casure 2 tuller and  more  whole hearted
partiypation 1n all ficlds of activaty, and
[ am glad to say that tlus purpose had becn
tulfilled 1n 2 large measure

The Gymhhana was nwgurated i the
traditional manner on August 2oth last year
During that function, I had occasion to pro
mise the Dircctor that we would mamtain
our reputation as the *Best Host 1IT  for
the IIT Mect that was conducted 1n our
Institute during the last weeh of December
But at that ime (ven the thought of win-
nng the coveted General Championship
Trophy w1s considered preposterous  Well,
muracles do happen and IIT Madess won
comtortably beiting her nearest rnal IIT
Kanpur by 28 poims  Thin achievement
was made possible only by patient pracuce,
perseverinee and the dotermination to win
Our 1eams triumphed v Athlencs Hockey,
Bashetball Tennis and Shuttle Bidmumon,
but were unlucky m Volleyball and Foot-
ball The Inter IIT Mect not  only
brought out bnlliant talemi on the Sports
fields, but also 1n the field of Organization
Both students and the staff contributed their

h wond

wmite to the Ocg uon wnd
ot the Muet  If nothing else, the Meet was
an object lusson 1n cooperatine effort and
singlencss ot purpose

As a means of pruparation tor the Inter-
IIT Meet our Sportsmen partcipated i
the  Inter-Collegiate tournaments  but  met
with mditfirent success In the Bertram
Fournament, however, we won the Chess
Championship and Lionel Paul repeated lus
cither success by winning the Tenns Singles
tles  Qur Shuttle Badmmton team won
both the bingles and doubles championships
at the Shuttle Badminton Tournament held
wm Adurae Our sportsmen did very cre
dubly in the Buck Memorial Tournaments
by wmning the Hockey, Athletics and Ball
Badmuinton championships  1his year, there
was keen competition for the  Schroeter Cup
which symbohses tht over all suprcmacy n
sparts  Ganga Hostel were the well deserv-
ing winners of this trophy A new trophy
for Inter-departmentil Cricket was mstituted
this verr by the Findl Yeur B Cechs This
has been won by the Metallurgy Dept

Lot 1t not be thought that this year was
dominated by Sports  alont These was
remirkably good participation in the 1 itesary
fitdd as well A large number ot cnthusiasts
took part 1n the Annuil Debate and Quis
The Opun Group discussion whichina contest
pecubinr 10 our Insttute, also attricted large
parncipation  as  did the Lnglsh Lssay

writing  Lompatition and the wrtitn Genera
Knaowledge test

fo provid 4 means of \umulaung nteresy
m the filld of management, o Business
Scicnces btudy Cirele was started as a pow
venture 1 addition to the lrcady flounshung
Debating Society The Study Circle has
arringed several {ectures by prominent busis
nessmun and 1doumstrators

A new feature 1 the litcrary acuvities of
this year was the conduct of the Ints.IIT
Debate, Qui and Group Discusswon The
performances were commendable ind the
overwhelming  response  from  all 111ians
makes a strong caye for the continuition of
these competitions at the Inter-11T level

The lueriry competitions held during the
Cultural Weck were noteworthy for the lurge
number of contesting Colleges 1 the All
Indic Debate an well s 1n the Inter-Collegiate
Quiz and Group Discussion, nd also for the
high «tandwrd of the competitors The
enthusiastic turnout by the audience high-
llgcllm the prcwsn]ng necd for an indoor
auditorium with a larger seaung ca
e pru g g Capacity than

[Tns have excelled as usual 1 the
various literary competitions held n and
around Madras Ciy  OQur debators won
trophies at the Inter Collegiate debates held
by Lions Club, the UN Studcnts association of
Madras, Loyola College 4nd n the M1T
Cultural Week  Our Quiz brans baggud the

Cash, Allan & Edde

N &= e MR OB CO BTN

Vyjayalatha Reddy braving the elements

Didn t we yehearse the tro 2—Stella Vigri
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(Continusd from page 10}
trophies at the Quiz competiions held by
MMC and MIT

On the busis of the tremendous intercst
shown 1n the varous literary  activities, at
has been proposed to mstall s Inter Hostel
wrophy for the best hostel 1 literary  actie
vitics on the lines of the Schroeter Cup’
for games

The Fine Arts Committee hus been more
acuve this year then n any previous year
An Art Club was for, which his been provid-
g 1ts members with valuable instructions
the various techniques of pamting  In adde-
tion a Sculpture Club has also come into being
and has been tunctioning successtully, csp ©
ally dunng the Imter-I11 Bleat  whin us
members turncd out scrip iron models,
examples of which can be secnat the Gajendra
Circle and near the stadium — The Photography
Club has helped to criate 1 genuint inturest
m the art of photography Mumbers are
provided with the use of a dark room, ang
arc 1so given film and paper 1t a concussional
rate  During the Cultral Weck, 1t came as
no great surprise when our students bagged
most of the prizes 1n photography

In an effort to help amateur painters
apprecuate the finer points ot good painting
an art appreciation gathering was held mn
October This was the first of its kind m
Madras Emunent arusts were invited to
discuss pamntings with students from all over
the aty  The unprecedented success of this

gathering sparked off a second art appreciation
gmhurmg which was a8 successful us the first
It  hoped that these gatharings will become
a regulir feature at our Institute  The grow
ing wterest n art was made evident by the
wultitude of painungs that were exhibited
durinyg the Cultural Weck  The Science Farr
also attracted many entries  from  outside
collcges, though the field was domunated by
1ITians

T wly thus year, a challenge was thrown to
the Fnicrtanment Commattee to improve the
standird of entertminment in our Inststute,
and they picked up the gauntlet by arranging
a very successful Entertamnment Programme
at the Inaugural function The stll-born
dramatics Club was reborn this yecar and
turned out to be a hualthy wailing brat  The
club was inugurated with the staging of the
plav * \ pound on Demand’ A second play
¢ The Physicist ' soon followed, and proved
that 11Twns also are capable of good acting
and can Wppreciate sertous plays

The Inter-Hostel Entertainment Competi-
tion held in October was a keenly contested
affair  and the Hostels demonstrated their
patriotic spirits 1n no uncertain maoner After
three days of Music and Song, the Enginect-
mg Unit Trophy was awarded to Ganga
hostdd  Sarave  was the dark horse and
aneahed away with the second place

Participation scems to have been the key
word this year A maxunum of fourteen

colleges took part 1n the Cultural Week
entertainment  compitiion The  audience
this yar has becn more appreciative and cven
tolerant, and the success ot the Cultural Weck
celebrations can largily be atnibuted to them

In the field of entcrtainment 1I'T-Madras
won the Bost Skat prize at the Inter Collcgate
dramatics compitition hedd at Guindy Lngi-
neering College  We dominated the scune at
the MIT Cultural Week also, winning a great
many prizes  Qur studcnts were vited to
stage a Vanety Lnter -programme which was
broadcast over All India Radio

The Institute Day marks the culmination of
the year s activities of the Gymkhana  Look-
ing back at the year, I think I can confidently
say, that 1t has been a year of intensc activity
and achievement, a year which will long be
remembered by II'Tians Al this was possible
only becausc both the staff and the students
worked together, with the wi'l to achieve I
have no doubt, that in the coming years IIT
will go on to newer achievements and greater
successes

In a few wecks many of us final year
students will be Jeaving this Institute, perhaps
never to return again On behalf of all of
them and on behalf of the Secretaries, I thank
you 2ll for everything you have done for us,
and assure you that wheriver we are we will
follow the progress of IIT Madras with great
interest and we shall always be proud of be-
longing to this great Institution

Lattle dancers at the Annual Day

THE PHYSICISTS

Phadke, Edgar & Uma domng thewr

long-suffering act

Amil Gady, Prince and Ranthu wn another

tense, gripping scene



12

MUTUAL ADMIRATION DEPT [

AT CHAMp,o/V

Few can forget the pomp and _pageantry 1n
the campus durtng the Inter-IIT Meet and
fewer still can let the closing ceremony shp
from their minds. It was the last evening of
the Meet and the colourful year of 1970 was
coming to a close The chain of events that
were contested had already given a clear ver-
dict in favour of the host contingent
Naturally, there was a smart turn out at the
starting point of the March-past which was
to be led by the Madras contingent, a fitung
finale to their sporting success  All was at a
standstill for a moment  Back wn the paus
hon the mulutude of spectators planted their
gaze on the squad thatled all clad m blazers
and white togs The footwork started and
they were nearing the central spot The
handsome confident youth, carrying the Ins-
titute colour could attract the attention of
the crowd only for a fleeting moment, for
close behind followed a female  The strident
command from the leader’s throat, lulled the
deafening uproar from all ssdes, put him on
the himelight for one more moment Each
nsing and falling native foot bore testimony
to the effectiveness of forty days’ training
Meek orders and mild actions ensued from
the mellowed guests They pulled up 1n
tront of the das, to sit through the onerous,
nzy soporific speeches biding theyr time 1o
lay their itching palms on the bewitching
General Championstup trophy And  the
moment camc for the Man behind the Meet’
to come to the fore to help hotst the out
sized GCT and be part and parcel of that
vivid patch in memory

Athletic build couple of inches short of six
feet, fair and dressed to kill—that sums up the
physical features of our man And to this

the old fathful’, ADY ¢64, ongmally a
Jawa contraption and you need no jonger be
bothered about the identity of the person

%4,
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concerned  Right now, his ma2y not be the
prettiest bike on earth, but it has carned for
iself eternal glory m his famuly cwcles
through its imperative importance m the dis-
charge of the duties of a Sports Secretary
We must appreciate his sentiments when he
says 1t has good looks —though how such
good looks belonged, i the bygone past,
brings us to a poignant page in his hife

Comung to his personal predilections, there
are a few things (like atiending classes)
which do not swit hus tastc  His 15 a hife de-
dicated to table tennss, hockey, bridge chess
and last (but least said the better), track-
wark He steadsly top spun and hit lus way
to the Institute skipperdom m TT  You can
drop 1 at his room when you feel bored or
depressed, to draw inspiration from the stag
gering collections of medals and certs accrued
to his credit 1 the past decade  His superb
grace and stick-work mn the hockey field 1s
not so widely witnessed as his goodwill visits
and errands 1n the hostel, the stick being his
constant companion—no wonder many have
surmused that he was born with his stick in his
hand His mmble footworh 1n the boxing
ring has not only helped him parry well-aimed
punches but land quitc a few too

That brings us to his social hfe  Music,
movies, parties 2nd love-marriages have
always fascinated him  Watsa’s admurable
possessions are strong determenation and un-
flinching optimism ~ Onlv Dr Anantaraman
can offer any competition 10 our man i that
field True to the spirit, Prof Guptais s
Guru with whom his  rcdations are of the
Holm¢s Watson category  Arre bhai Watsa,
voh tho kuch nahm,” sounds like a Hind:
version of  clememary

The most tantalising problem when the
would be sports Sec stood for the dlections,
was the anonymity of the opponent, what

[Summer 1971

Entertainment
Secretary’s Report

Over the past years, the standard of enter-
tnment has deteriorated o a pruable state
Stercotyped  programmes are presented on
stage with the aims of satisfying an averge
MITians taste  There s no dearth o all
m  the Tonstitute ot talent and n may
also b sad that there arc 1 few people
with imtiative and phick who can provide
very good ntertainment  Audience reaction,
participition and ¢o op.ration play an impor-
tant part in the organising of worthwhile
entertatnment  In ITT, of the wudience dows
not appfcciate an item, the ptrformdncc 18
accompanied by loud boowng  This comp-
laint has been ained quite often but with
no cfieet Almost all the talunted people who
have won laurcds outnide the Institute refuse
to go stage at OAT for fear of bung bossed
and booed down  Thas rcsults in loss of cnthu-
siasm and 1 poor performance The blame
then goes 1o the organisers tor not provnilng
good entertainment  Any entcrtanment can
be gaad and cngoyable only 1f there 1s 4 healthy
ntercourse between performance and apprecia-
tion 1 am not saying that there should not
by any booing, but only that there should be
constructive criieism with all encouragument
and mspiration for the performer to improve
There are occasions when people unfit in a
particular field of entertainment attumpt with
full vigour landwng up as a muserable failurc
and aggravating the audience all 1t once
These gentlemen should either be nicely told
off or just kept out Another point 15 that
very few people are really eager to see
anythung on stage When people are appro-
ached to0 perform the reaction 1s usually
a snub or a conditional agrtement or both
Well one could smagine the fate of enter-
tainment, 1f this gincral apathy continues
A Western programme, vocal mstrumental,
18 very much appreciated whereas a Carnatic
music  item s vehemently baoed down
Drama and dancers arc no miore entertainment
i the eyes of an IITian  Fhis leaves
a skit, thought up at the last minute nd
practised on  stage beforc the audience,
cheap 1mitation and criticism of lecturers and
professors bclonging to certatn departments
ind 1tems  undermuning Indian customs and
practices It would seem that 1 have pro-
Jected 1 very pessumistic view of things and
am repeating oft saxd truths, but this 15 the
image Jooking at it from the organsers’
angle Of course there are not the only
problems n the way of the organiscrs but
these are the most important ones Therefore,
I appeal to all concerned and interested
to change thewr attitudes and outlook and set
out to do somethung about the deteriorating
condittons  Wishing you all success and
Fest of luck in vour efforts

with so many vying to enter the fray Once
selected, he worked almost full time for the
Mect—sausfying the 75°, Wttendance require-
ment (in class and Gymkhana put together)

Prem 1s a witty and gay personahty mngrain
«d with an 1rressstible tnstinct to guffaw even
at nothing  The was he tarns crimson in the
face and bursts into laughter would put
laughing gas addicts to shame Even in
mixed company Watsa s hardly self cons
crous and least of all nervous It 1s said that
he has caused many a tender heart to flutter,
wherever ne has set foot

All that 15 well ends well Prem has a
lot to chermsh n his Jater ite ahout his five-
year career in IIT Talking about his aca-
demic performance well the fact that I chose
to dcal with it fast speaks for itself How-
ever he has maintained his A average without
trouble  In fact til] the finals everytime, he
1sa near S averiger What adverse pheno-
menon takes place m the finals 1s sulla mys-
tery to him  He was known once to excel 1in
his days at Hyderabad Public School, by hus
own ment In August this ycar when he
comes over for his comvocation he should be
expectng something more than 1 B Tech
seroll It ss the honest opinion of our friends
that when Prem leaves this year, IIT will de-
finutcly be missing a colousful and sersaule
personality

J V Pass
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THE DARLING OF THE
SPOOK DUMP

could say a lot of things about
M}A‘; lC‘ Venksta{hdﬂm Like I dunno
whethet T ought to say them *Cause, as
1t says up there, he's the darhng of the spook
dump And anvone, who knows anythmg
about spooks hnows it ant safe to scrbl e
nasty things ebout the darlings of spooks.
Actually, it1sn’t hke you thank 1t 15 They thlmlk
he would make 3 very nice glr'l (Ughl)
Beautiful cusls  Let "em grow a 1’1 more and
we'll pe a pony wil With ﬂ‘plnk nbbon
Just goes to show spooks don't know what
guels are made of

It wasn't always this way Balu chooses
differept activities each year Fustyear it was
mugging and dramstics Al enthu about both
of them A wee bit of talent at filing, some
okay hne work and a lot of jazzy language
and he had sneaked his way 1nto the Mernt
lst The dramaucs—(hey, don’t tell this to
the spooks He's had 1t, then 1)—started
way back 1n school  Shurley dolled him up
nto a grand of lady  Balu, naturally, played
the part to perfection His dramatic activi-
ties here have been of a different nature He
dressed up people as caie women and let
vem loose on the stage (I never did recognise
that person).

Next year he switched to writing for the rag.
He's stll not very sure whether he did the
nght thing  It’s hike this A body wrtes for
the rag and he has some bore or tht other
telling lum 1t was crap. Unul the next
\ssue comes When 1t starts all over again,
Gmce Balu filled n half the mag, he had
to put up with a lot of at ‘Which may be why
he eased off and started on short stortes
and Monstracs

Or so an outsider would think The real
reason 15 classified nfo  But I better not He
maintasns this dosster on me and I don’t want
10 provoke him wto retahating I know this
s the last wssue—all the same The short
stories were never put up for publication
Monstrac {1 however was put up for show It
was 1 big johe Some of the thirteen odd gays,
who were hauled off to ESB at unearthly
hours like two 1n the morning to bang nails
mto wood Whoever heard of computers
bewmg made this way But Balu did make
one Whats more, he had the gall to put
it up for the Science Far  Everybody who
came got a loud round of what 1t was suppos-
ed to do No demo And then the judges
came Did a very dity thig Said they
wanted to see 1t work Ever heard of a
chunk of weod plus a maze of wire adding
mne and four? Balu gave them a paned
look and fiddled with 2 few wooden knobs
Somewhere 3 coupla buibs bt up  Promptly
our man also it up and said, ‘There
Thirteen > They gave him a tin of chocolates

Fourth year they made hum editor  So,
addition to writing the rag, he took the stuff 1o
the press, did the proofs 2nd distribated
the copres He bad meetings and attended
parties It was at one of these parties 1t
started  Since then, the spook dump’s been a
home away from bome for hm  You can’t
blame the girls  He’s got that rather charm.
mng way of askmg ‘Another spoon of
sugar ?*, that makes 1t impossible for a guirl to
say no, notwithstanding the fact that she’s
already shoved six spoons of 1t into her coffee
(that explains why the Kmck Knack guy
18 going grey)  Anvway, the grapevine gives
1t that he has a room out at the spook dump
He won’t tell anybody for certam Says
he will be m a mess of Jyout or papa get to
know about st They’ll make him pay rent for
that room, too

—Aajo0

*1 found out It'’s faily safe Only 1t 1sn’t
g0od for your heahth 1o go about callsng *em spooks

MUTUAL ADMIRATION DEPT—IL

As the ice-cream vendof comes into the
hostel shouting *Aeyees, aeyees,” the hostel
suddenly erupts into a chorus, ¢Payees,
Payees , and out pops Jerome Victor Pass,
the ‘big sec of Jamuna, rather scantily clad
m lus one and only *No. g * yellow athletics
vest, which, we have season to believe, was
once white

Victor Pais s kaown for hus repertorce of
tongue-twisters and brain-teasers s latest
being, ‘Data Kontrol Umt of 2 Modified
Demonstration-Purpose Thgital Computer '—
which, mcidentally 18 his project He brags
of having only one reference for this compli-
cated project—hus project mate

He hails from the West Coast and no wonder
s greatest ambion 15 10 answer the call
‘Westward Ho!" His name must be 1n the
files of every American Unwersity Right
now, he 1s 1n a dilemma as to which University
to grace with hus presence It 1s a pity that
only one University will have the privilege
of saying that JVP also lived here

Let us twrn to Victor, the Sportsman,
Volleyball, being the “in’ game back home,
and habits bemng difficult to shed, as a
fresher, he turned up regularly for practice
and, paturally, made his entry into the
Institute team Bemg basically clever, he
left the game honourably looking for greener
pastures He put on gloves and emptied his
fury into the punch-bag, and to his horror,
discovered that that was what he was made
for Steadidy he climbed to the captaincy of
the Insttute team, winnmg all but one bout
mn hig four-year boxing career H: jogged
steaddy and steadfastly to butld up stamina
and lo! What should he eye but the deer
Jumping about graccfully at the stadium and
our chum got his bram-wave He took his
hurdles and slogged with dogged determipa-
tion  Hard work pays, they say, and he
proved his pomt by romping home victorious

Jerome Vietor has nght from the star
been an integral part of the social and
political activities of the insttute, Famlies
mzke nations and wings make hostels He
had fus humble yet noble beginning 1n being
adjudged the most active member of s
wing  Two years’ experrence as Sports
Secretary, coupled with his conscientious
campaigning paved the way for his bemng the
G Sec of G Secs The Meet has been the
event of the year and he played a vital role—
by supplying the ‘vital calories’ to the
athletes 1 hss hostel

In the final semester of fus final year,
Victor Pais turned a ‘Leo’, something which
will keep hum occupied even after he leaves
the Insutute Also 1t provided him with the
Prize opportuaity to display his organizational
ability and to continue his good old job,
behind the counter of the Snacketersa

True to hus name, Pats 18 very pious  Not
2 Sunday passes by, without the immaculately
dressed Pats, punctually doing the hop-step-
and-jump from the mess to the bus His
destination, he says, s the church, but lately
1t has been under review,

Thus brings us to the romantic adventures
of this llustrious soul ‘Behind every man
there 15 a woman’, they say, but Pass has
proved otherwise  Many a time he has been
seen behind the fair sex”  Ask him about 1,
out comes the casual, nonchalant reply —¢ Ah
what a cowewdence’ Al said and done, he
feels there will be many more years to go
before he will be lcading a mussus. (Let’s
hope he 15 not led before)

On the whole, TITians, cspecially Jamunai-
tes, will miss a very remarkable man in
J V Pais— Let’s hope he dnfts westward
and leaves hus mark there as he did here

V. P, Warsa,
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Dr and Mrs Thomas, Director Sw, Prof.
R K Gupta and my dear friends,

It 1s my proud prinilege today to present
o you the annual report of the Sports
Commuttee This year has been a very
memorable one for LIT Madras i the
field of Sports

The year began for us with the Inter-
Co]legmtye Tournaments Though we did
not win any tournament, We put up a very
good fight 1n all the games In fact, mn
Basketball and Tenms we have reached the
league—which unfortunately or fortunately
has yet to be completed In the Bertram
Inter-Collegiate Chess Tournament, Kmlash-
nathan won the coveted championship
Lionel Paul repeated his earlier success mn
the Bertram Tennis Tournament by winning
the Singles Title  In the Shutde Badminton
Tournament held 1 Madurai, Edwin Srini-
vasan won the Sungles Tule and won the
doubles with Vaidyanathan Our Chess
Team went for Inter-University Chess
Tournament held at Hyderabad They did
remarkably well by coming fifth out of 18
teams In the Inter-University Cricket
Tournament held at Waltar our Team was
unlucky to have lost in the quarter finals

Now I come to the piece-de-resistance of
my report  We had the privilege of hosting
the 8th Inter-I I T Meet in Madras  All of
us were very busy right through the months
of October, November and December not
only 1 the orgamsation of the Meet but in
the trammng of our athletes. This time our
Coaching Camp was not the usual ten days
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but forty whole days. We had Coaches of
the calibre of Mr A B Krishnaswamy,
Mr Bovva Rangiah and others right through-
out this period With hard and ngorous
training and determuined efforts (and of course
nourtshing food from Jamuna), 1 I I' Madras
forged ahead to win the General Champion-
ship Trophy for the first tume We won
comfortably securing 68 points, our ncarest
rival Kanpur trailing behind with 4o points

The Prize Distribution Ceremony was
almost completely domnated by LIT
Madras We won the Champtonship 1n
Hockey, Basketball, Tenms, Shuttle Bad-
mimton and Athletics In  Volleyball we
came a close second  OQur Gymnasucs Team,
n spite of the comparatively short period of
training, did very well in coming third
T K Ganapath1 of 1 LT, Madras walked
away with the Mr II1T Tule for the best
physique In Athletics Narendra Kumar, as
expected, dominated his civents completely
and won the Individual Athletiu Champion-
ship He broke his own record in the 110
metre Hurdles Satish Bhaskar, the deter-
mined Captain of the Athletics Team, broke
the 1,500 Metre record and also won the
5,000 Metre event, M S Chaudhury and
Babu Girish won the triple jump and Pole
Vault events, respectively

Special mention should be made of the
Football Team under the captaincy of
C. Nair, who 1n spite of therr hard and
sincere tramning lost narrowly to the ultimate
winner Thus year our girls also came for-
ward and partcipated in the Meet. They
came second in Table Tennis

TWEL;fH SPORTS DAY REPORT

The success of this Meet, Ladies and
Gentlemen, was mainly due to the whole-
hearted co-operation of the Staff with the
students  They came forward readily to help
us and it was not an unusual sight to sce them
carly i1n the morning on the playing fields.
Iam sure with this type of encouragement,
we will retan the Trophy for many more
yeats

1 will be fatling in my duty if I do not
mention the mam architects of this victory—
namely Professor R K Gupta, the President
of the Institute Gymkhana and Dr V Apanta-
raman, the Inter-IIT Sports Secretary
Both of them worked tirclessly and 1t was
only duc to their help and guidance that we
did so well

‘The momentum of the Inter-I1T Meet
took us through the Buck Memorial Toutna-
ments very creditably 'We won the Hockey,
Ball Badminton and Athletics Trophies Our
athletes dominated all the events

This fast year has seen a lot of more
interest 1n the inter-hoste]l competitions
There 1s keen competition and rivalry bet-
ween the hostels and more hostels are n the
run for the ‘ Schroeter Cup * which symbolises
the over-all supremacy m Sports

In concluding I would like to thank every-
onc for their co-operation and I hope that
the years to come will be as frurtful and
memorable as this year was,

Thaoking you,

V P. WaTsa,
Institute Sports Secretary

our hearty Congratulations to Ganga on
Winning the Schroter Cup

Narmada Hostel at the March past

~NhO O T W

Why does Ranth always

carry a ladder ?
He loves to climb

~N N O N

Jubilant Ganga downg its juvemle act
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A Report on Pugilistic Exercises

As ususl, the inter-hostel boxing competi-
tion drew a Jarger collection of spectators
than any other sport However, there was
an additional feature to this year's conduct
of the competition the conventional venue
vz Ganga Hostel quadrangle was replaced
by the OAT arena Of coutse, as a rule, 1t
rained on the day the first bouts were
scheduled to be held

Now for the inner details, as to what exactly
went on 1a the ring  In all, thirty-three boxers
took part— an sll-ime record! Twehe of
them ventured into the ring for the first ime,
but only a third managed to get into the
fina) bouts A spccal word of praisc goes
to the plucky Linus Rego of Alakaninda who
lost narrowly to the ultmate winner,
Sashidaran, n the bantam-weight,

The final day saw Ravi kannan, one of
the more aggressive beginners, punciung away
at the more experienced Shorty Nair, driving
him to the ropes Howeser, Shorty soon
resorted to is agility and experience and
won the fly-weight title

Sasidharan  and  Thiagarajan, another
beginner, fought it out for the bantam weight
utle Sast, with lus more accurate punches,
was the winner

The feather-weight class brought about
the biggest upsets In the preliminary round,
both Vinod Bhatla and Sastry, last year’s
winners 1 bantam  and  feather-weights
respectively, lost narrowly to Ashok D Souza
and Dandclﬁar. In the finals, however, Ashok
d &

1, S Sampath, hereby declare that the par
given above are true 10 the best of my knowledge
and belief

PP the audwence, giving a walkover

to Dandekar,
The welter-weight class saw a close and
fast punching pair n Prem Watsa and
beginner M S Choudhury The latter was
adjudged winner and Prem was the best loser,

(Sd) S SAMpATH,
Dated, & of Publish

rvNext,‘lherc was the hard-hatung battle

between J V Pais and Nalin for the light-
weight title  Nalin who appeared a bit
shakv against Chandiramani on the first day,
was more scientific and ressstive  The tutle
went his opponunt’s way

The fight between Victor Thambuyray and
Rajagopal 1n the light-middle class was an
one-sided  affair, Victor being the winner
Hus three year-old reputanion might have to
do with the foregone conclusion

C N Anend and Padmanabhan fought
out an all\Godavari battle i the mddle
weight class  ‘Though the latter tried out
his not-so-scientific 1actics, Anapnd, with his
longer reach, kept hus opponent’s ai arm’s
length and won the title

Then came the fight everyone looked
forward to  betwecn Mohan Peter and
V. K Raja Though Mohan secemed to give
in meekly in the frst round, he quickly
adjusted his guard to parry Rajas punches
and combined it with adequate scienufic
Jabs to put up a good fight Raja, however,
was the winner

The day had the biggest upset in store
for all round, a bttle Jate in the night
The last fight sn the heavy-class saw unlucky
Asokan victimised by Goswami who let loose
a couple of suff punches  Asokan, nch in
experience, tactics and stamina, dished out
a good fight in the final round But
Goswami walked away with the title

The judges, Mr Kutty, Dr Seng and
Dr Lukoschus declared V K Raja the most
scientific boxer and Mohan Peter, the best
loser Both, incidentally, belonged to the
samc weight class The final bouts were
highlighted by the presence of expert boxing
staff from the Ofhcers Traming Squad at
Pallavaram

J V. Pass,

* Don’t like your medulla O’ Padmanabhan and Rawv

Watsa punching Chou tn the kisser

Pais beats Nalin
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%Dbe Story of the “Physicists

Take 11T, Madras Six hundred and thseey~
three acres of spraiwling annoyance  Its long,
winding roads 1ts clumsy deer and all male
crond AND 1ts unimwginatne \nhabitants
Terrible The hibrary 15 so o the mess rates
high and the hnving pracuces abomunable
Books not read by the well read crowd
Cenvantes to Bercht, Shakespuare to Sartre
Yes, SARTRE! Ixistence precedes essence.
Would 1t do them any good to know that?
I don't kpow  Don't ack me

1970 was the year in which the HTan was
strpped of his metiphysieal faths, lost all
hopes of emancipation, and resigned himself
to everlasting mediocrity in the coming years.
Into the scene steppud a nice joung not-so-
clewn cut prot called Jens-Ultich Dawvids
His wife the name 15 Ingnd, also interested
mn dramatics The Germans among you
would call her the Produkuontuehrer Their
daughter, Vibeke, practises avant-garde danc-
ing when not at school  Just at a ume when
the II'Tians nceded something to nflate their

they arrived

A dark, dimly-lit room, with dank curtains
and worn out carpet, He calls a coupla guys
and whispers Hey I wanna stage a play
Go ahead, have fun Then he begins his
story Well 1t's about threc loony guys,
phystcists alt, having ¢ gay time m naturally,
a loony bn  The story 1s heard in spurts
Concentration goes haywire, with a lot of
important people around  The affair 1s
maddening  Clever chap, he lets 1t be known

that two gicls are needed for the play, the
third one, having just undergone 2 trans-
sexual operation at the hands of ths brillant
young anthropologist  He flatters us a little
bit about being energetic and tells us wahy
we couldr’t manage to get the girls gong
Some problem | But the play 1s still open, 1t
seems lhe 2 one, and well, which
aesthetically-oriented persons would miss the
price opportunity > But what 1s to be the
outcome of the situation * An inevatable snub?
A polite no? A chase around the room with
a handbag? We look around the room for the
least hasule person

Ah, we catch this ‘ere bright girl and ask
her to meet Dr Dawnds  ‘Hey, how about
acting w our play? Bright 1s bright 1s bright,
as Gertrude Stein would say  She asks for
the story, and gets it in clearer, and more
complicated terms  She gives her enigmatc
smile and doesn’t say no  That 1s known as
volitional surrender May be vacillation s
one of her virtues  Who knows ?

Translation Mimcograph Audition Audi-
tion 1s o great thing to do You have twenty
odd guys bunched up m a room and you can
sull avord culamuties  Only when you have
all the twenty guvs wanting to play the same
parts, you'rc up to your neck in trouble
This nutty-looking fresher, bit lax on veice
modulation, doles out everything 1n that
I-just-woke up Bangla accent ind you don’t
know which loon to cast him 2s  Surcly
noone would make a better loon  There
again we encounter somecont who shakes his
head Yike a cunming doctor talks hike a pious
preacher and walks like a burly Inspector
But that was no problem The cast has to
be changed inyway, or so the crystal ball
tells us ~ So cverybody has a part towards the
end of the day and we walk home with the
first rehearsal on our nunds

The exams come and the rchearsals stop.
We plan to get down to business on the
twentieth of December Darned if anyone
turns up Postponed to sinth, and word
come from the bright girl (don't have any
respect for my Judgement) that she isn't
going to be no Madame Sarah  Sarayu has
unending  possibiities,  especially  where
Madame Sarahs are concerned  Another kid
comes along and boy, 1s she bright | Thie-
teenth of January the play gets prompily
ditched because we couldn’t get started on
the rehearsals Sane decision one must
admit, but what sticks 1n the craw 1s painful,
the nability of even the elite IlTian to do
anything  Shight persuasions are enough to
kindle the—what do they call 1t—the creative
fites of the director who does a bit of
warranted recasting and we settle down to
work

That 1s when we learn that you could walk
down a stage hundred and one ways, you
gotta hnow where you are standing, and
mainly that acting 1sn’t an easy [ob after afl
Mr Davids tells us how they used to go for
picnics with the theatre groups so that every-
bodv gets the feel of everybody and so forth

(Much as we would have liked to, there
was no time for such jaunts into the wilder-
ness and stuff) We stich to the Ladies Club
and the irritation of seeing (lousy) badminton
players in the process of trymng to sufle their
laughter The heat 1s on  The prospect of
appearing on stage (n outlandish wigs and
costumes wears our nerves thin and the fact
that we are desperately under-rehearsed
doesn’t help much either
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18th of Pebruary dawns with all of us
being hustled to the Muscum Theater  And
therc we rehearse like professionals, on
hastily snatched meals, sandwiches and coffee
The seroth hour approsches mercifally At
minus ten, the more Lurious varnety watches
through the peephole against everybody s
better judgement  Ah, yes, you can see
whose aunt 1s situng where, but apart from
that you see nothing but row and rows of
chawrs Sad Well the crowd backstage 1
really clite They know a complicated plot
when they see one  May be someone goofed
up on publicity  Or the morons out there 1n
the sylvan susrroundings aren’t made for this
kind a stuff

Curtan ttme . Two hundred and fifty an
the audience Talk about muracles ! Curtain
ume What time 18 more sanctimonious ?
The rest, of course, 1s history

‘Time for curtam calls  As the enthusiastic
audience gives us a standing ovation (they
were standing), we do our rehearsed bow-and-
smilt act And then we have twenty odd
guys from the audience swarming on to the
stage and screaming praise for the Director
and cast That was nice  There was a hit
if you ever saw one

The next weck, we have people mildly
reprimanding us for putting up crap like thus,
and some lady-guests, too, expressing their
displeasure 1n no mulder terms  Doesn’t say
much for them, I am afrasd Heck, we even
printed a synopsis for them which was as
confusing-subtle as the play The synopsis
The end of the play leaves a big question
unanswered What are the physicists to do?
To be ‘sane’ and drive the rest of the world
to insamity ? Or be madmen forever in the
hope that humanity will be left alone? They
are not some cheapskate, sermon-spouting
scientists who talk as if some Martlans are
always dangling from the tip of their shiny
noses  Rather, they are the type who talk
shick and act fast ‘The problem that con-
fronts them, does not coniront most of us
After all, we are not all Oppenheimers  Yet,
how these physicists, brillant but human,
rise upto the occasion (or buckle under) in a
lunatic asylum, symbolising our bizarre world
ruled by manjacs, forms the plot of the play
Let’s leave 1t at that

(Two days later, we had a great party It
lasted til ~ breakfast—almost We wish 1t
could have lasted till the next play.

THE
SQUARE

DANCE

Across

(1) A question of lfe and death (2, 2, 2, 3, 2, 2)

Down

F13 5

2% 29

30

Edited by N Kaly

Letters of credit (1, 1, 1)

A weapon to get confused beast (3

He came with snow too and hail to the garden (y)

French or Spanush, this article > (2)

Volcanic mixture at you, Latin | (4)

Toiled with head for this naton (4, 3)

Wood supplied 1n the fuel market (3)

Men who make monkeys out of men (5)

Operation on a fundamental body ? or on a part of it ? (2, 6, 7)
Sounds the break of feet
Ski aces get confused and muserable on water (7)

Mad to cultivate » Break into a song then ! (4)

Brake the player to get the record! (2)

Sneaks 1n documents (7)

The surprised shout of the epcouraged speaker (3)
Commussionless comnmander (3)

The 1diot will be dong this, 1f wishes were horses (6, 1, §)

of father (3)

(1) Make an offer of submission to Municipal Authonty (6, 2, 7)

(2, 22) Maybe 1t was dinner hour, that the jewellet’s son arrived

thus (4,4, 1, 6, 5)

(3, 26) How the witch might be off (2, 3, 6, 3)
(4) Dowager s 1n the air about me ?
§5) Managed somehow attached a guitar string (6)

6) Chld wxd)lout tea appears before me (and you and others
too) (2.

(7) Oddly, the “in’ person 1s mn this way (3)

(8) Disturb the orator ? No, encourage um ! (3, 3, 7, 2)

Range of irritation (5)

Am at sin, and need 1t to continue (7)

Confused but better, I deduce (5)

Toutonc and ).

my sours (5)

R )
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